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Costs you include. Include in the cost of up- the main home for the entire year for your fatherCost of Keeping Up a Home
keep expenses such as rent, mortgage interest, or mother. You are keeping up a main home for
real estate taxes, insurance on the home, re- your father or mother if you pay more than half
pairs, utilities, and food eaten in the home. the cost of keeping your parent in a rest home orAmount

home for the elderly.You Total
Costs you do not include. Do not include inPaid Cost

Temporary absences. You and your quali-the cost of upkeep expenses such as clothing,
Property taxes $ $ fying person are considered to live togethereducation, medical treatment, vacations, life in-

even if one or both of you are temporarily absentMortgage interest expense surance, or transportation. Also, do not include
from your home due to special circumstancesRent the rental value of a home you own or the value
such as illness, education, business, vacation,of your services or those of a member of yourUtility charges
or military service. It must be reasonable tohousehold.Upkeep and repairs
assume that the absent person will return to theProperty insurance
home after the temporary absence. You mustFood consumed Qualifying Person continue to keep up the home during the ab-on the premises
sence.Other household expenses See Table 2-1 to see who is a qualifying person.

Totals $ $ Any person not described in Table 2-1 is not Death or birth. You may be eligible to file as
a qualifying person. head of household if the individual who qualifies

Minus total amount you ( ) you for this filing status is born or dies during theHome of qualifying person. Generally, thepaid year. You must have provided more than half of
qualifying person must live with you for more

the cost of keeping up a home that was the
than half of the year.Amount others paid $ individual’s main home for more than half the

Special rule for parent. If your qualifying year or, if less, the period during which the
person is your father or mother, you may be individual lived.

If the total amount you paid is more than the amount eligible to file as head of household even if your
others paid, you meet the requirement of paying more father or mother does not live with you. How- Example. You are unmarried. Your mother,than half the cost of keeping up the home.

ever, you must be able to claim an exemption for for whom you can claim an exemption, lived in
your father or mother. Also, you must pay more an apartment by herself. She died on Septem-
than half the cost of keeping up a home that was ber 2. The cost of the upkeep of her apartment

Table 2-1. Who Is a Qualifying Person for Filing as Head of Household?1

Caution: See the text of this chapter for the other requirements you must meet to claim head of household filing status.

IF the person is your . . . AND . . . THEN that person is . . .

he or she is single a qualifying person, whether or not youqualifying child (such as a son,
can claim an exemption for the person.daughter, or grandchild who lived

with you more than half the year
he or she is married and you can claim an a qualifying person.and meets certain other tests)2
exemption for him or her

he or she is married and you cannot claim not a qualifying person.3
an exemption for him or her

you can claim an exemption for him or her a qualifying person.5qualifying relative 4 who is your
father or mother

you cannot claim an exemption for him or not a qualifying person.
her

he or she lived with you more than half the a qualifying person.qualifying relative 4 other than
year, and you can claim an exemption foryour father or mother (such as a
him or her 7grandparent, brother, or sister

who meets certain tests)6
he or she did not live with you more than not a qualifying person.
half the year

you cannot claim an exemption for him or not a qualifying person.
her

1A person cannot qualify more than one taxpayer to use the head of household filing status for the year.
2The term “qualifying child” is defined under Exemptions for Dependents in chapter 3. Note: If you are a noncustodial parent, the term
“qualifying child” for head of household filing status does not include a child who is your qualifying child for exemption purposes only
because of the rules described under Children of divorced or separated parents under Qualifying Child in chapter 3. If you are the
custodial parent and those rules apply, the child generally is your qualifying child for head of household filing status even though the child
is not a qualifying child for whom you can claim an exemption.
3 This person is a qualifying person if the requirements described under Married child in this chapter are met.
4The term “qualifying relative” is defined under Exemptions for Dependents in chapter 3.
5See Special rule for parent in this chapter for an additional requirement.
6A person who is your qualifying relative only because he or she lived with you all year as a member of your household is not a qualifying
person.
7If you can claim an exemption for a person only because of a multiple support agreement, that person is not a qualifying person. See
Multiple Support Agreement, in chapter 3.
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Table 3-1. Overview of the Rules for Claiming an Exemption for a Dependent
Caution: This table is only an overview of the rules. For details, see the rest of this chapter.

• You cannot claim any dependents if you, or your spouse if filing jointly, could be claimed as a dependent by another taxpayer.
• You cannot claim a married person who files a joint return as a dependent unless that joint return is only a claim for refund and there

would be no tax liability for either spouse on separate returns.
• You cannot claim a person as a dependent unless that person is a U.S. citizen, U.S. resident, U.S. national, or a resident of Canada

or Mexico, for some part of the year. 1

• You cannot claim a person as a dependent unless that person is your qualifying child or qualifying relative.

Tests To Be a Qualifying Child Tests To Be a Qualifying Relative

1. The child must be your son, daughter, stepchild, eligible 1. The person cannot be your qualifying child or the qualifying
foster child, brother, sister, half brother, half sister, child of anyone else.
stepbrother, stepsister, or a descendant of any of them. 2. The person either (a) must be related to you in one of the

2. The child must be (a) under age 19 at the end of the year, (b) ways listed under Relatives who do not have to live with you,
under age 24 at the end of the year and a full-time student, or or (b) must live with you all year as a member of your
(c) any age if permanently and totally disabled. household.2

3. The child must have lived with you for more than half of the 3. The person’s gross income for the year must be less than
year.2 $3,200.3

4. The child must not have provided more than half of his or her 4. You must provide more than half of the person’s total support
own support for the year. for the year.4

5. If the child meets the rules to be a qualifying child of more
than one person, you must be the person entitled to claim the
child as a qualifying child.

1There is an exception for certain adopted children.
2There are exceptions for temporary absences, children who were born or died during the year, children of divorced or separated parents, and
 kidnapped children.
3There is an exception if the person is disabled and has income from a sheltered workshop.
4There is an exception for multiple support agreements.

Dependent not allowed a personal Example. You supported your 18-year-old If you were a U.S. citizen when your child
exemption. If you can claim an ex- daughter, and she lived with you all year while was born, the child may be a U.S. citizen even if
emption for your dependent, the de- her husband was in the Armed Forces. The the other parent was a nonresident alien and theCAUTION

!
pendent cannot claim his or her own exemption couple files a joint return. Even though your child was born in a foreign country. If so, this test
on his or her own tax return. This is true even if daughter is your qualifying child, you cannot is met.
you do not claim the dependent’s exemption on take an exemption for her. Foreign students’ place of residence. For-
your return or if the exemption will be reduced or Exception. The joint return test does not eign students brought to this country under a
eliminated under the phaseout rule described

apply if a joint return is filed by the dependent qualified international education exchange pro-
under Phaseout of Exemptions, later.

and his or her spouse merely as a claim for gram and placed in American homes for a tem-
Housekeepers, maids, or servants. If these refund and no tax liability would exist for either porary period generally are not U.S. residents
people work for you, you cannot claim exemp- spouse on separate returns. and do not meet this test. You cannot claim an
tions for them. exemption for them. However, if you provided a

Example. Your son and his wife each had home for a foreign student, you may be able toChild tax credit. You may be entitled to a child
less than $3,000 of wages and no unearned take a charitable contribution deduction. See

tax credit for each qualifying child who was
income. Neither is required to file a tax return. Expenses Paid for Student Living With You in

under age 17 at the end of the year. For more
Taxes were taken out of their pay, so they filed a chapter 24.

information, see the instructions in your tax
joint return to get a refund. You are not disquali-

forms package. U.S. national. A U.S. national is an individual
fied from claiming their exemptions just because

who, although not a U.S. citizen, owes his or her
they filed a joint return.

allegiance to the United States. U.S. nationals
include American Samoans and Northern Mari-Dependent Taxpayer Test ana Islanders who chose to become U.S. na-Citizen or Resident Test tionals instead of U.S. citizens.If you could be claimed as a dependent by an-

other person, you cannot claim anyone else as a You cannot claim a person as a dependent un-
dependent. Even if you have a qualifying child or less that person is a U.S. citizen, U.S. resident, Qualifying Child
qualifying relative, you cannot claim that person U.S. national, or a resident of Canada or Mexico,
as a dependent. for some part of the year. However, there is an There are five tests that must be met for a child

If you are filing a joint return and your spouse exception for certain adopted children, as ex- to be your qualifying child. The five tests are:
could be claimed as a dependent by someone plained next.

1. Relationship,else, you and your spouse cannot claim any
Adopted child. If you are a U.S. citizen whodependents on your joint return. 2. Age,has legally adopted a child who is not a U.S.
citizen, U.S. resident, or U.S. national, this test is 3. Residency,
met if the child lived with you as a member ofJoint Return Test 4. Support, andyour household all year. This also applies if the
child was lawfully placed with you for legal adop- 5. Special test for qualifying child of moreYou generally cannot claim a married person as
tion. than one person.a dependent if he or she files a joint return.
Child’s place of residence. Children usually These tests are explained next.
are citizens or residents of the country of their
parents.
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