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Extension of time to pay. If paying the tax 
when it is due would cause you an undue 
hardship, you can ask for an extension of 
time to pay by filing Form 1127, Application 
for Extension of Time for Payment of Tax Due 
to Undue Hardship, on or before the due date 
(not counting extensions) for filing your 
return. An extension generally will not be 
granted for more than 6 months. You will be 
charged interest on the tax not paid by the 
due date (not counting extensions) for filing 
your return. You must pay the tax before the 
extension runs out. Penalties and interest will 
be imposed until taxes are paid in full. For the 
most up-to-date information on Form 1127, 
go to IRS.gov/Form1127. 

Line 26—Estimated tax penalty. You may 
owe this penalty if: 

• Line 25 is at least $1,000 and it is more 
than 10% of the tax shown on your 
return, or 

• You did not pay enough estimated tax by 
any of the due dates. This is true even if 
you are due a refund. 
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The “tax shown on your return” is the amount 
on your 2019 Form 1040-NR-EZ, line 15. 

Exception. You will not owe the penalty if 
your 2018 tax return was for a tax year of 12 
full months and either of the following 
applies. 

1. You had no tax shown on your 2018 
return and you were a U.S. citizen or 
resident for all of 2018. 

2. Line 21 on your 2019 return is at least 
100% of the tax shown on your 2018 
return. (But see Caution below.) Your 
estimated tax payments for 2019 must 
have been made on time and for the 
required amount. 

If your 2018 AGI was over $150,000 
(over $75,000 if you checked filing 
status box 2 for 2018), item (2) 

applies only if line 21 on your 2019 tax return 
is at least 110% of the tax shown on your 
2018 return. This rule does not apply to 
farmers and fishermen. 
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For most people, the “tax shown on your 
2018 return” is the amount on your 2018 
Form 1040-NR-EZ, line 15. 

Figuring the penalty. If the exception above 
does not apply and you choose to figure the 
penalty yourself, see Form 2210 to find out if 
you owe the penalty. If you do, you can use 
the form to figure the amount. 

Enter the penalty on line 26. Add the penalty 
to any tax due and enter the total on line 25. 

However, if you have an overpayment on line 
22, subtract the penalty from the amount you 
otherwise would enter on line 23a or line 24. 
The total of lines 23a, 24, and 26 must equal 
line 22. 

If the penalty is more than the overpayment 
on line 22, enter -0on lines 23a and 24. Then 
subtract line 22 from line 26 and enter the 
result on line 25. 

Do not file Form 2210 with your return unless 
Form 2210 indicates that you must do so. 
Instead, keep it for your records. 
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Because Form 2210 is complicated, 
you can leave line 26 blank and the 
IRS will figure the penalty and send 

you a bill. We will not charge you interest on 
the penalty if you pay by the date specified 
on the bill. If your income varied during the 
year, the annualized income installment 
method may reduce the amount of your 
penalty. But you must file Form 2210 because 
the IRS cannot figure your penalty under this 
method. See the Instructions for Form 2210 
for other situations in which you may be able 
to lower your penalty by filing Form 2210. 

Third Party Designee 
If you want to allow your preparer, a friend, 
family member, or any other person you 
choose to discuss your 2019 tax return with 
the IRS, check the “Yes” box in the “Third 
Party Designee” area of your return. Also, 
enter the designee's name, U.S. phone 
number, and any five digits the designee 
chooses as his or her personal identification 
number (PIN). 
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If you check the “Yes” box, you are 
authorizing the IRS to call the designee to 
answer any questions that may arise during 
the processing of your return. 

You are also authorizing the designee to: 

• Give the IRS any information that is 
missing from your return; 

• Call the IRS for information about the 
processing of your return or the status of 
your refund or payment(s); 

• Receive copies of notices or transcripts 
related to your return, upon request; and 

• Respond to certain IRS notices about 
math errors, offsets, and return 
preparation. 

You are not authorizing the designee to 
receive any refund check, bind you to 
anything (including any additional tax 
liability), or otherwise represent you before 
the IRS. If you want to expand the designee's 
authorization, see Pub. 947, Practice Before 
the IRS and Power of Attorney. 
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The authorization will automatically end no 
later than the due date (not counting 
extensions) for filing your 2020 tax return 
(see When To File, earlier). If you want to 
revoke the authorization before it ends, see 
Pub. 947. 

Sign Your Return 
Form 1040-NR-EZ is not considered a valid 
return unless you sign it. Be sure to date your 
return and enter your occupation in the 
United States. If you have someone prepare 
your return, you are still responsible for the 
correctness of the return. If your return is 
signed by a representative for you, you must 
have a power of attorney attached that 
specifically authorizes the representative to 
sign your return. To do this, you can use 
Form 2848. 

You can have an agent in the United States 
prepare and sign your return if you could not 
do so for one of the following reasons. 

• You were ill. 
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• You were not in the United States at any 
time during the 60 days before the return 
was due. 

• Other reasons approved by the IRS, which 
you explain in writing to: 

Department of the Treasury  
Internal Revenue Service  
Austin, TX 73301-0215 U.S.A. 

Court-appointed conservator, guardian, 
or other fiduciary. If you are a court-
appointed conservator, guardian, or other 
fiduciary for a mentally or physically 
incompetent individual who has to file Form 
1040-NR-EZ, sign your name for the 
individual and file Form 56. 

Child's return. If your child cannot sign his 
or her return, either parent can sign the 
child's name in the space provided. Then 
enter “By (your signature), parent for minor 
child.” 

Paid preparer must sign your return. 
Generally, anyone you pay to prepare your 
return must sign it and include their Preparer 
Tax Identification Number (PTIN) in the space 
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provided. The preparer must give you a copy 
of the return for your records. Someone who 
prepares your return but does not charge you 
should not sign your return. 

Identity Protection PIN 
For 2019, if you received an Identity 
Protection Personal Identification Number (IP 
PIN) from the IRS, enter it in the IP PIN 
spaces provided next to your occupation in 
the United States. You must correctly enter 
all six numbers of your IP PIN. If you did not 
receive an IP PIN, leave these spaces blank. 

New IP PINs are issued every year. 
Enter the latest IP PIN you received. 
IP PINs for 2019 tax returns generally 

were sent in December 2019. 

If you need more information or answers to 
frequently asked questions on how to use the 
IP PIN, go to IRS.gov/CP01A. If you received 
an IP PIN but misplaced it, call 800-908-
4490. 
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Instructions for Schedule OI, 
Other Information 
Answer all questions. 

Item A 
List all countries of which you were a citizen 
or national during the tax year. 

Item B 
List the country in which you claimed 
residence for tax purposes during the tax 
year. 

Item C 
If you have ever completed immigration Form 
I-485 and submitted the form to the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services or have 
ever completed a Form DS-230 and 
submitted it to the Department of State, you 
have applied to become a green card holder 
(lawful permanent resident) of the United 
States. 
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Item D 
If you checked “Yes” for D1 or D2, you may 
be a U.S. tax expatriate and special rules may 
apply to you. See Expatriation Tax in chapter 
4 of Pub. 519 for more information. 

Item E 
If you had a visa on the last day of the tax 
year, enter your visa type. Examples are the 
following. 

• B-1 Visitor for business. 

• F-1 Students-academic institutions. 

• H-1B Temporary worker with specialty 
occupation. 

• J-1 Exchange visitor. 

If you did not have a visa, enter your U.S. 
immigration status on the last day of the tax 
year. For example, if you entered under the 
visa waiver program, enter “VWP” and the 
name of the Visa Waiver Program Country. 

If you were not present in the United States 
on the last day of the tax year, and you have 
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no U.S. immigration status, enter “Not 
present in U.S.—No U.S. immigration status.” 

Item F 
If you ever changed your visa type or U.S. 
immigration status, check the “Yes” box. For 
example, you entered the United States in 
2018 on an F-1 visa as an academic student. 
On August 20, 2019, you changed to an H-1B 
visa as a teacher. You will check the “Yes” 
box and enter on the dotted line “Changed 
status from F-1 student to H-1B teacher on 
August 20, 2019.” 

Item G 
Enter the dates you entered and left the 
United States during 2019 on short business 
trips or to visit family, go on vacation, or 
return home briefly. 

If you are a resident of Canada or Mexico and 
commute to work in the United States on 
more than 75% of the workdays during your 
working period, you are a regular commuter 
and do not need to enter the dates you 
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entered and left the United States during the 
year. 

Commute means to travel to work and return 
to your residence within a 24-hour period. 
Check the appropriate box for Canada or 
Mexico and skip to item H. See Days of 
Presence in the United States in chapter 1 of 
Pub. 519. 

If you were in the United States on January 1, 
enter 1/1 as the first date you entered the 
United States. If you were in the United 
States on December 31, do not enter a final 
date departed. 

Item H 
Review your entry and passport stamps or 
other records to count the number of days 
you were actually present in the United States 
during the years listed. A day of presence is 
any day that you are physically present in the 
United States at any time during the 24-hour 
period beginning at 12:01 a.m. For the list of 
exceptions to the days you must count as 
actually present in the United States, see 
Days of Presence in the United States in 
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chapter 1 of Pub. 519. If you were not in the 
United States on any day of the tax year, 
enter -0-. 

Item I 
If you filed a U.S. income tax return for a 
prior year, enter the latest year for which you 
filed a return and the form number you filed. 

Item J 
If you are claiming exemption from income 
tax under a U.S. income tax treaty with a 
foreign country on Form 1040-NR-EZ, you 
must provide all the information requested in 
item J. 

Line 1. If you are a resident of a treaty 
country (that is, you qualify as a resident of 
that country within the meaning of the tax 
treaty between the United States and that 
country), you must know the terms of the tax 
treaty between the United States and that 
country to properly complete item J. You can 
download the complete text of most U.S. tax 
treaties at IRS.gov. Enter “tax treaties” in the 
search box. Technical explanations for many 
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of those treaties are also available at that 
site. Also, see Pub. 901 for a quick reference 
guide to the provisions of U.S. tax treaties. 

Column (a), Country. Enter the treaty 
country that qualifies you for treaty benefits. 

Column (b), Tax treaty article. Enter the 
number of the treaty article that exempts the 
income from U.S. tax.   

Column (c), Number of months claimed 
in prior tax years. Enter the number of 
months in prior tax years for which you 
claimed an exemption from U.S. tax based on 
the specified treaty article. 

Column (d), Amount of exempt income in 
current tax year. Enter the amount of 
income in the current tax year that is exempt 
from U.S. tax based on the specified treaty 
article. 

Line (e), Total. Add the amounts in column 
(d). Enter the total on line 1e and on page 1, 
line 6. Do not include this amount in the 
amounts entered on Form 1040-NR-EZ, page 
1, line 3 or 5. 
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If required, attach Form 8833. See Treaty-
based return position disclosure, later. 

Example. Sara is a citizen of Italy and was a 
resident there until September 2018, when 
she moved to the United States to accept a 
position as a high school teacher at an 
accredited public high school. Sara came to 
the United States on a J-1 visa (Exchange 
visitor) and signed a contract to teach for 2 
years at this U.S. school. She began teaching 
in September 2018 and plans to continue 
teaching through May 2020. Sara's salary per 
school year is $40,000. She plans to return to 
Italy in June 2020 and resume her Italian 
residence. For calendar year 2019, Sara 
earned $40,000 from her teaching position. 
She completes the table in item J on her 2019 
tax return as shown in Example. Item J—
Income Exempt From Tax by Treaty. 

Line 2. Check “Yes” if you were subject to tax 
in a foreign country on any of the income 
reported on line 1, column (d). 

Line 3. Check “Yes” if you are claiming tax 
treaty benefits pursuant to a Competent 
Authority determination allowing you to do 
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so. You must attach to your tax return a copy 
of the Competent Authority determination 
letter. 

If you are claiming tax treaty benefits 
and you failed to submit adequate 
documentation to a withholding 

agent, you must attach to your tax return all 
information that otherwise would have been 
required on the withholding tax document (for 
example, all information required on Form W-
8BEN or Form 8233). 

Treaty-based return position disclosure. 
If you take the position that a treaty of the 
United States overrides or modifies any 
provision of the Internal Revenue Code and 
that position reduces (or potentially reduces) 
your tax, you generally must report certain 
information on Form 8833 and attach it to 
Form 1040-NR-EZ. 

If you fail to report the required information, 
you will be charged a penalty of $1,000 for 
each failure, unless you show that such failure 
is due to reasonable cause and not willful 
neglect. For more details, see Form 8833 and 
its instructions. 
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Exceptions. You do not have to file Form 
8833 for any of the following. 

1. You claim a treaty reduces the 
withholding tax on interest, dividends, 
rents, royalties, or other fixed or 
determinable annual or periodical 
income ordinarily subject to the 30% 
rate. 

2. You claim a treaty reduces or modifies 
the taxation of income from dependent 
personal services, pensions, annuities, 
social security and other public 
pensions, or income of artists, 
athletes, students, trainees, or 
teachers. This includes taxable 
scholarship and fellowship grants. 

3. You claim an International Social 
Security Agreement or a Diplomatic or 
Consular Agreement reduces or 
modifies the taxation of income. 

4. You are a partner in a partnership or a 
beneficiary of an estate or trust and 
the partnership, estate, or trust 
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reports the required information on its 
return. 

5. The payments or items of income that 
otherwise are required to be disclosed 
total no more than $10,000. 

Reminders 
Return Checklist 
This checklist can help you file a correct 
return. Mistakes can delay your refund or 
result in notices being sent to you. 
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Refund Information 
To check the status of your 
refund, go to Check My 

Refund Status at IRS.gov/Refunds, or use the 
free IRS2Go app, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. Information about your return 
generally will be available within 4 weeks after 
you mail your return. 

To use Where's My Refund, have a 
copy of your tax return handy. You will 
need to enter the following information 

from your return. 

• Your SSN or ITIN. 

• Your filing status. 

• The exact whole dollar amount of your 
expected refund. 

Where's My Refund? will provide an actual 
personalized refund date as soon as the IRS 
processes your tax return and approves your 
refund. 

Refund of tax withheld on a Form 1042-
S. If you request a refund of tax withheld on 
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a Form 1042-S, we may need additional time 
to process the refund. Allow up to 6 months 
for these refunds to be issued. 

Updates to refund status are made 
once a day—usually at night. 

If you do not have Internet access and 
you are in the United States, you can 
call 800-829-1954, 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week, for automated refund 
information. 

Our phone and walk-in assistors can research 
the status of your refund only if it's been 
more than 6 weeks since you mailed your 
return. 

Do not send in a copy of your return unless 
asked to do so. 

To get a refund, you generally must file your 
return within 3 years from the date the return 
was due (including extensions). 

Where’s My Refund? does not track refunds 
that are claimed on an amended tax return. 
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Refund information is also available in Spanish 
at IRS.gov/Espanol and the phone number 
listed earlier. 

Income Tax Withholding and 
Estimated Tax Payments for 2020 
If the amount you owe or the amount you 
overpaid is large, you may want to file a new 
Form W-4 with your employer to change the 
amount of income tax withheld from your 
2020 pay. For details on how to complete 
Form W-4, see the Instructions for Form 8233 
and Notice 1392, Supplemental Form W-4 
Instructions for Nonresident Aliens. 

If you do not pay your tax through 
withholding, or do not pay enough tax that 
way, you might have to pay estimated tax. In 
general, you do not have to make estimated 
tax payments if you expect that your 2020 
Form 1040-NR-EZ will show a tax refund or a 
tax balance due of less than $1,000. If your 
total estimated tax for 2020 is $1,000 or 
more, see Form 1040-ES (NR). It has a 
worksheet you can use to see if you have to 
make estimated tax payments. However, if 
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you expect to be a resident of Puerto Rico 
during all of 2020 and you must pay 
estimated tax, use Form 1040-ES. For more 
information, see Pub. 505, Tax Withholding 
and Estimated Tax, and Pub. 519. 

How Do You Get a Copy of Your 
Tax Return Information? 
Tax return transcripts are free and generally 
are used to validate income and tax filing 
status for mortgage applications, student and 
small business loan applications, and during 
tax preparation. To get a free transcript: 

• Visit IRS.gov/Transcript; 

• Use Form 4506-T or 4506T-EZ; 

• If you are in the United States, call 800-
908-9946; or 

• If you are outside the United States, call 
267-941-1000 (English-speaking only). 
This number is not toll free. 

If you need a copy of your actual tax return, 
use Form 4506. There is a fee for each return 
requested. See Form 4506 for the current fee. 
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If your main home, principal place of 
business, or tax records are located in a 
federally declared disaster area, this fee will 
be waived. 

How Do You Amend Your Tax 
Return? 
File Form 1040-X to change a return you 
already filed. Also, use Form 1040-X if you 
filed Form 1040-NR-EZ and you should have 
filed Form 1040 or 1040-SR, or vice versa. 
Generally, Form 1040-X must be filed within 3 
years after the date the original return was 
filed or within 2 years after the date the tax 
was paid, whichever is later. You may have 
more time to file Form 1040-X if you live in a 
federally declared disaster area or you are 
physically or mentally unable to manage your 
financial affairs. See Pub. 519 and Pub. 556, 
Examination of Returns, Appeal Rights, and 
Claims for Refund, for details. 

Use the Where's-My-Amended-Return 
application on IRS.gov to track the status of 
your amended return. It can take up to 3 
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weeks from the date you mailed it to show up 
in our system. 

Past Due Returns 
If you or someone you know needs to file 
past due tax returns, see Tax Topic 153 at 
IRS.gov/TaxTopics or go to 
IRS.gov/Individuals for help in filing those 
returns. Send the return to the address that 
applies to you in the latest Form 1040-NR-EZ 
instructions. For example, if you are filing a 
2016 return in 2020, use the address in 
Where To File, earlier. However, if you got an 
IRS notice, mail the return to the address in 
the notice. 

Interest and Penalties 
You do not have to figure the amount of any 
interest or penalties you may owe. Because 
figuring these amounts can be complicated, 
we will do it for you if you want. We will send 
you a bill for any amount due. 

If you choose to include interest or penalties 
(other than the estimated tax penalty) with 
your payment, identify and enter the amount 
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in the bottom margin of Form 1040-NR-EZ, 
page 1. Do not include interest or penalties 
(other than the estimated tax penalty) in the 
amount you owe on line 25. 

Interest. We will charge you interest on 
taxes not paid by their due date, even if an 
extension of time to file is granted. 

We will also charge you interest on penalties 
imposed for failure to file, negligence, fraud, 
substantial or gross valuation misstatements, 
substantial understatements of tax, and 
reportable transaction understatements. 
Interest is charged on the penalty from the 
due date of the return (including extensions). 

Penalty for late filing. If you do not file your 
return by the due date (including extensions), 
the penalty is usually 5% of the amount due 
for each month or part of a month your return 
is late, unless you have an explanation 
meeting reasonable cause criteria. If you have 
an explanation meeting the criteria for 
reasonable cause, include it with your return. 
The penalty can be as much as 25% of the 
tax due. The penalty is 15% per month, up to 
a maximum of 75%, if the failure to file is 
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fraudulent. If your return is more than 60 
days late, the minimum penalty will be $435 
or the amount of any tax you owe, whichever 
is smaller. 

Penalty for late payment of tax. If you pay 
your taxes late, the penalty is usually 1/2 of 
1% of the unpaid amount for each month or 
part of a month the tax is not paid. The 
penalty can be as much as 25% of the unpaid 
amount. It applies to any unpaid tax on the 
return. This penalty is in addition to interest 
charges on late payments. 

Penalty for frivolous return. In addition to 
any other penalties, the law imposes a 
penalty of $5,000 for filing a frivolous return. 
A frivolous return is one that does not contain 
information needed to figure the correct tax 
or shows a substantially incorrect tax because 
you take a frivolous position or desire to 
delay or interfere with the tax laws. This 
includes altering or striking out the preprinted 
language above the space where you sign. 
For a list of positions identified as frivolous, 
see Notice 2010-33, 2010-17 I.R.B. 609, 



119 
 

available at IRS.gov/irb/2010-17_IRB/ 
IRB#NOT-2010-33. 

Other penalties. Other penalties can be 
imposed for negligence, substantial 
understatement of tax, reportable transaction 
understatements, filing an erroneous refund 
claim, and fraud. 

Criminal penalties may be imposed for willful 
failure to file, tax evasion, making a false 
statement, or identity theft. See Pub. 519 for 
details on some of these penalties. 

How Long Should Records Be 
Kept? 
Keep a copy of your tax return, worksheets 
you used, and records of all items appearing 
on it (such as Forms W-2, 1042-S, and 1099) 
until the statute of limitations runs out for 
that return. Usually, this is 3 years from the 
date the return was due or filed or 2 years 
from the date the tax was paid, whichever is 
later. You should keep some records longer. 
For example, keep property records (including 
those on your home) as long as they are 
needed to figure the basis of the original or 
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replacement property. For more details, see 
chapter 1 of Pub. 17. 

 Secure Your Tax Records From 
Identity Theft 
Identity theft occurs when someone uses your 
personal information, such as your name, 
social security number (SSN) or individual 
taxpayer identification number (ITIN), or 
other identifying information, without your 
permission, to commit fraud or other crimes. 
An identity thief may use your SSN or ITIN to 
get a job or may file a tax return using your 
SSN or ITIN to receive a refund. 

To reduce your risk: 

• Protect your SSN or ITIN, 

• Ensure your employer is protecting your 
SSN or ITIN, and 

• Be careful when choosing a tax preparer. 

If your tax records are affected by identity 
theft and you receive a notice from the IRS, 
respond right away to the name and phone 
number printed on the IRS notice or letter. 
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For more information, see Pub. 5027, Identity 
Theft Information for Taxpayers. 

If your SSN has been lost or stolen or you 
suspect you are a victim of tax-related 
identity theft, visit IRS.gov/IdentityTheft to 
learn what steps to take. 

Victims of identity theft who are experiencing 
economic harm or a systemic problem or are 
seeking help in resolving tax problems that 
have not been resolved through normal 
channels, may be eligible for Taxpayer 
Advocate Service (TAS) assistance. You can 
reach TAS by calling the National Taxpayer 
Advocate helpline at 877-777-4778. People 
who are deaf or hard of hearing or have a 
speech disability and who have access to 
TTY/TDD equipment can call 800-829-4059. 
People who are deaf or hard of hearing or 
have a speech disability can also contact the 
IRS through relay services such as the 
Federal Relay Service available at 
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay. 

Protect yourself from suspicious emails 
or phishing schemes. Phishing is the 
creation and use of email and websites 
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designed to mimic legitimate business emails 
and websites. The most common form is 
sending an email to a user falsely claiming to 
be an established legitimate enterprise in an 
attempt to scam the user into surrendering 
private information that will be used for 
identity theft. 

The IRS does not initiate contacts with 
taxpayers via emails. Also, the IRS does not 
request detailed personal information through 
email or ask taxpayers for the PIN numbers, 
passwords, or similar secret access 
information for their credit card, bank, or 
other financial accounts. 

If you receive an unsolicited email claiming to 
be from the IRS, forward the message to 
phishing@irs.gov. You may also report misuse 
of the IRS name, logo, forms, or other IRS 
property to the Treasury Inspector General 
for Tax Administration toll free at 800-366-
4484. People who are deaf or hard of hearing 
or have a speech disability and who have 
access to TTY/TDD equipment can call 800-
877-8339. You can forward suspicious emails 
to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) at 
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spam@uce.gov or report them at 
ftc.gov/complaint. You can contact them at 
ftc.gov/idtheft or 877-IDTHEFT (877-438-
4338). If you have been a victim of identity 
theft, see www.IdentityTheft.gov and Pub. 
5027. People who are deaf or hard of hearing 
or have a speech disability and who have 
access to TTY/TDD equipment can call 866-
653-4261. 

Visit IRS.gov and enter “identity theft” in the 
search box to learn more about identity theft 
and how to reduce your risk. 
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How To Get Tax Help 

If you have questions about a tax issue, need 
help preparing your tax return, or want to 
download free publications, forms, or 
instructions, go to IRS.gov and find resources 
that can help you right away. 

Preparing and filing your tax return. After 
receiving your wage and earning statements 
(Form W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, 1099-MISC) from 
all employers and interest and dividend 
statements from banks (Forms 1099), you 
can find free options to prepare and file your 
return  on IRS.gov or in your local community 
if you qualify. 

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program offers free tax help to people with 
low-to-moderate incomes, persons with 
disabilities, and limited-English-speaking 
taxpayers who need help preparing their own 
tax returns. The Tax Counseling for the 
Elderly (TCE) program offers free tax help for 
all taxpayers, particularly those who are 60 
years of age and older. TCE volunteers 
specialize in answering questions about 
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pensions and retirement-related issues 
unique to seniors. 

You can go to IRS.gov to see your options for 
preparing and filing your return, which include 
the following. 

• VITA. Go to IRS.gov/VITA, download the 
free IRS2Go app, or call 800-906-9887 to 
find the nearest VITA location for free tax 
preparation. 

• TCE. Go to IRS.gov/TCE, download the 
free IRS2Go app, or call 888-227-7669 to 
find the nearest TCE location for free tax 
preparation. 

Getting answers to your tax law 
questions. On IRS.gov, get answers 
to your tax questions anytime, 

anywhere. 

• Go to IRS.gov/Help for a variety of tools 
that will help you get answers to some of 
the most common tax questions. 

• Go to IRS.gov/ITA for the Interactive Tax 
Assistant, a tool that will ask you 
questions on a number of tax law topics 
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and provide answers. You can print the 
entire interview and the final response for 
your records. 

• You may also be able to access tax law 
information in your electronic filing 
software. 

Tax reform. Tax reform legislation affects 
individuals, businesses, and tax-exempt and 
government entities. Go to 
IRS.gov/TaxReform for information and 
updates on how this legislation affects your 
taxes. 

IRS social media. Go to IRS.gov/SocialMedia 
to see the various social media tools the IRS 
uses to share the latest information on tax 
changes, scam alerts, initiatives, products, 
and services. At the IRS, privacy and security 
are paramount. We use these tools to share 
public information with you. Do not post your 
social security number or other confidential 
information on social media sites. Always 
protect your identity when using any social 
networking site. 
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The following IRS YouTube channels provide 
short, informative videos on various tax-
related topics in English, Spanish, and ASL. 

• Youtube.com/irsvideos. 

• Youtube.com/irsvideosmultilingual. 

• Youtube.com/irsvideosASL. 

Getting tax forms and publications. Go to 
IRS.gov/Forms to view, download, or print all 
of the forms and publications you may need. 
You can also download and view popular tax 
publications and instructions (including the 
1040 and 1040-SR instructions) on mobile 
devices as an eBook at no charge at 
IRS.gov/eBooks. Or you can go to 
IRS.gov/OrderForms to place an order and 
have forms mailed to you within 10 business 
days. 

Access your online account (individual 
taxpayers only). Go to IRS.gov/Account to 
securely access information about your 
federal tax account. 

• View the amount you owe, pay online, or 
set up an online payment agreement. 
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• Access your tax records online. 

• Review the past 24 months of your 
payment history. 

• Go to IRS.gov/SecureAccess to review the 
required identity authentication process. 

Using direct deposit. Direct deposit securely 
and electronically transfers your refund 
directly into your financial account. Eight in 
10 taxpayers use direct deposit to receive 
their refund. The IRS issues more than 90% 
of refunds in less than 21 days. 

Getting a transcript or copy of a return. 
The quickest way to get a copy of your tax 
transcript is to go to IRS.gov/Transcripts. 
Click on either “Get Transcript Online” or “Get 
Transcript by Mail” to order a copy of your 
transcript. If you prefer, you can order your 
transcript by calling 800-908-9946. 

Using online tools to help prepare your 
return. Go to IRS.gov/Tools for the following. 

• The Online EIN Application (IRS.gov/EIN) 
helps you get an employer identification 
number. 
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• The Tax Withholding Estimator 
(IRS.gov/W4App) makes it easier for 
everyone to pay the correct amount of tax 
during the year. The Estimator replaces 
the Withholding Calculator. The 
redesigned tool is a convenient, online 
way to check and tailor your withholding. 
It’s more user-friendly for taxpayers, 
including retirees and self-employed 
individuals. The new and improved 
features include the following. 

– Easy to understand language; 

– The ability to switch between screens, 
correct previous entries, and skip 
screens that do not apply; 

– Tips and links to help you determine if 
you qualify for tax credits and 
deductions; 

– A progress tracker; 

– A self-employment tax feature; and 

– Automatic calculation of taxable social 
security benefits. 
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Resolving tax-related identity theft 
issues. 

• The IRS doesn’t initiate contact with 
taxpayers by email or telephone to 
request personal or financial information. 
This includes any type of electronic 
communication, such as text messages 
and social media channels. 

• Go to IRS.gov/IDProtection for 
information. 

• If your SSN has been lost or stolen or you 
suspect you are a victim of tax-related 
identity theft, visit IRS.gov/IdentityTheft 
to learn what steps you should take. 

Checking on the status of your refund. 

• Go to IRS.gov/Refunds. 

• Download the official IRS2Go app to your 
mobile device to check your refund status. 

• Call the automated refund hotline at 800-
829-1954. 

Making a tax payment. The IRS uses the 
latest encryption technology to ensure your 
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electronic payments are safe and secure. You 
can make electronic payments online, by 
phone, and from a mobile device using the 
IRS2Go app. Paying electronically is quick, 
easy, and faster than mailing in a check or 
money order. Go to IRS.gov/Payments to 
make a payment using any of the following 
options. 

• IRS Direct Pay: Pay your individual tax bill 
or estimated tax payment directly from 
your checking or savings account at no 
cost to you. 

• Debit or Credit Card: Choose an approved 
payment processor to pay online, by 
phone, and by mobile device. 

• Electronic Funds Withdrawal: Offered only 
when filing your federal taxes using tax 
preparation software or through a tax 
professional. 

• Electronic Federal Tax Payment System: 
Best option for businesses. Enrollment is 
required. 
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• Check or Money Order: Mail your payment 
to the address listed on the notice or 
instructions. 

• Cash: You may be able to pay your taxes 
with cash at a participating retail store. 

• Same-Day Wire: You may be able to do 
same-day wire from your financial 
institution. Contact your financial 
institution for availability, cost, and cut-off 
times. 

What if I can’t pay now? Go to 
IRS.gov/Payments for more information about 
your options. 

• Apply for an online payment agreement 
(IRS.gov/OPA) to meet your tax obligation 
in monthly installments if you cannot pay 
your taxes in full today. Once you 
complete the online process, you will 
receive immediate notification of whether 
your agreement has been approved. 

• Use the Offer in Compromise Pre-Qualifier 
(IRS.gov/OIC) to see if you can settle 
your tax debt for less than the full amount 
you owe. 
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Checking the status of an amended 
return. Go to IRS.gov and click on 
IRS.gov/WMAR to track the status of Form 
1040-X amended returns. Please note that it 
can take up to 3 weeks from the date you 
mailed your amended return for it to show up 
in our system and processing it can take up to 
16 weeks. 

Understanding an IRS notice or letter. Go 
to IRS.gov/Notices to find additional 
information about responding to an IRS notice 
or letter. 

Contacting your local IRS office. Keep in 
mind, many questions can be resolved on 
IRS.gov without visiting an IRS Taxpayer 
Assistance Center (TAC). Go to 
IRS.gov/LetUsHelp for the topics people ask 
about most. If you still need help, IRS TACs 
provide tax help when a tax issue cannot be 
handled online or by phone. All TACs now 
provide service by appointment so you will 
know in advance that you can get the service 
you need without waiting. Before you visit, go 
to IRS.gov/TACLocator to find the nearest 
TAC, check hours, available services, and 
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appointment options. Or, on the IRS2Go app, 
under the Stay Connected tab, choose the 
Contact Us option and click on “Local Offices.” 

Watching IRS videos. The IRS Video portal 
(IRSVideos.gov) contains video and audio 
presentations for individuals, small 
businesses, and tax professionals. 

Getting tax information in other 
languages. For taxpayers whose native 
language isn’t English, we have the following 
resources available. Taxpayers can find 
information on IRS.gov in the following 
languages. 

• Spanish (IRS.gov/Spanish). 

• Chinese (IRS.gov/Chinese). 

• Vietnamese (IRS.gov/Vietnamese). 

• Korean (IRS.gov/Korean). 

• Russian (IRS.gov/Russian). 

The IRS TACs provide over-the-phone 
interpreter service in over 170 languages, and 
the service is available free to taxpayers. 
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Taxpayer assistance outside the United 
States. If you are outside the United States 
and have tax questions: 

• Go to IRS.gov and type “nonresident 
alien” in the search box, or 

• Call 267-941-1000 (English-speaking 
only). This number is not toll free. 

Death of a Taxpayer 
If a taxpayer died before filing a return for 
2019, the taxpayer's personal representative 
may have to file and sign a return for that 
taxpayer. A personal representative can be an 
executor, administrator, or anyone who is in 
charge of the deceased taxpayer's property. 
If the deceased taxpayer did not have to file a 
return but had tax withheld, a return must be 
filed to get a refund. The person who files the 
return must enter “Deceased,” the deceased 
taxpayer's name, and the date of death 
across the top of the return. If this 
information is not provided, it may delay the 
processing of the return. 
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The personal representative should promptly 
notify all payers of income, including financial 
institutions, of the taxpayer's death. This will 
ensure the proper reporting of income earned 
by the taxpayer's estate or heirs. A deceased 
taxpayer's SSN or ITIN should not be used for 
tax years after the year of death, except for 
estate tax return purposes. 

Claiming a refund for a deceased 
taxpayer. If you are a court-appointed 
representative, file Form 1040-NR-EZ for the 
decedent and include a copy of the certificate 
that shows your appointment. All other filers 
requesting the deceased taxpayer's refund, 
including the deceased taxpayer's spouse, 
must file the return and attach Form 1310. 

For more details, see Tax Topic 356 at 
IRS.gov/TaxTopics or Pub. 559, Survivors, 
Executors, and Administrators. 

How Do You Make a Gift To 
Reduce Debt Held by the Public? 
If you wish to do so, make a check payable to 
“Bureau of the Fiscal Service.” You can send it 
to: 
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Bureau of the Fiscal Service 
Department G, P.O. Box 2188  
Parkersburg, WV 26106-2188 U.S.A. 

Or you can enclose the check with your 
income tax return when you file. In the memo 
section of the check, make a note that it is a 
gift to reduce the debt held by the public. Do 
not add your gift to any tax you may owe. 
See the instructions for line 25, earlier, for 
details on how to pay any tax you owe. 

For information on how to make this type of 
gift online, go to TreasuryDirect.gov and click 
on “How To Make a Contribution to Reduce 
the Debt.” 

You may be able to deduct this gift on 
your 2020 tax return as a charitable 
contribution. But you must file Form 

1040-NR to do so. 
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Disclosure, Privacy Act, and 
Paperwork Reduction Act 
Notice  
We ask for the information on this form to 
carry out U.S. Internal Revenue laws. 
Sections 6001, 6011, 6012(a), and their 
regulations require that you give us the 
information. We need it to ensure that you 
are complying with these laws and to allow us 
to figure and collect the right amount of tax. 
Section 6109 requires you to provide your 
identifying number. If you do not file a return, 
do not provide requested information, or 
provide fraudulent information, you may be 
subject to penalties and criminal prosecution. 
We may also have to disallow the exclusions, 
credits, deductions, or adjustments. This 
could make the tax higher or delay any 
refund. Interest may also be charged. 

This notice applies to all papers you file with 
us and to any questions we need to ask to 
complete, correct, or process your return, or 
to figure and collect your tax, interest, or 
penalties. 
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You are not required to provide the 
information requested on a form that is 
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act 
unless the form displays a valid OMB control 
number. Books or records relating to a form 
or its instructions must be retained as long as 
their contents may become material in the 
administration of any Internal Revenue law. 

Generally, tax returns and return information 
are confidential, as required by section 6103. 
However, section 6103 allows or requires the 
IRS to disclose or give the information to 
others. For example, we may disclose your 
tax information to the Department of Justice 
to enforce the tax laws, both civil and 
criminal, and to cities, states, the District of 
Columbia, and U.S. commonwealths or 
possessions to carry out their tax laws. We 
may disclose this information to the 
Department of the Treasury and contractors 
for tax administration purposes; and to other 
persons as necessary to obtain information to 
determine the amount of or to collect the tax 
you owe. We may disclose this information to 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
to permit review of the IRS. We may disclose 
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this information to Committees of Congress; 
federal, state, and local child support 
agencies; and to other federal agencies for 
purposes of determining entitlement for 
benefits or the eligibility for and the 
repayment of loans. We may also disclose this 
information to other countries under a tax 
treaty, to federal and state agencies to 
enforce federal nontax criminal laws, or to 
federal law enforcement and intelligence 
agencies to combat terrorism. 

Keep this notice with your records. It may 
help you if we ask for other information. If 
you have any questions about the rules for 
filing and giving information, call or visit any 
IRS office. 

We welcome comments on forms. We try 
to create forms and instructions that can be 
easily understood. Often, this is difficult to do 
because our tax laws are very complex. For 
some people with income mostly from wages, 
filling in the forms is easy. For others who 
have businesses, pensions, stocks, rental 
income, or other investments, it is more 
difficult. 
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We welcome your comments about these 
instructions and your suggestions for future 
editions. You can send us comments through 
IRS.gov/FormComments. Or you can write to 
the: 

Internal Revenue Service, Tax Forms and 
Publications, 1111 Constitution Ave. NW, IR-
6526, Washington, DC 20224. 

Do not send your Form 1040-NR-EZ to this 
address. Instead, see Where To File, earlier. 

Although we cannot respond individually to 
each comment received, we do appreciate 
your feedback and will consider your 
comments as we revise our tax forms and 
instructions. 

Estimates of taxpayer burden. The table 
below shows burden estimates as of October 
2019 for taxpayers filing a 2019 Form 1040-
NR-EZ tax return. 

  



145 
 

Estimates of Taxpayer Burden 

 

* Dollars rounded to the nearest $10. 

Reported time and cost burdens are national 
averages and do not necessarily reflect a 
“typical” case. The estimated average time 
burden for all taxpayers filing a Form 1040-
NR-EZ is 6 hours, with an average cost of $70 
per return. This average includes all related 
forms and schedules, across all preparation 
methods and taxpayer activities. There may 
be significant variation in taxpayer activity 
within this estimate. 

Out-of-pocket costs include any expenses 
incurred by taxpayers to prepare and submit 
their tax returns. Examples include tax return 
preparation and submission fees, postage and 
photocopying costs, and tax preparation 
software costs. Tax preparation fees vary 
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widely depending on the tax situation of the 
taxpayer, the type of professional preparer, 
and the geographic area. 

If you have comments concerning the time 
and cost estimates above, you can contact us 
at either one of the addresses shown under 
We welcome comments on forms, earlier. 
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