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Just a Point and Click Away  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Understanding Taxes,” from the IRS features over 1100 pages of updated content designed to make learning taxes interactive, relevant, and fun! 
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Understanding Taxes 

Understanding Taxes Makes 
Teaching Taxes as Easy as ABC: 

• Accessible (web-based) 

• Brings Learning to Life 

• Comprehensive 
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Understanding Taxes 

 
 

Accessible 
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Understanding Taxes 
is an interactive web-
based application 
that offers separate 
areas for teachers 
and students 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Designed by teachers for teachers, “Understanding Taxes” makes real world connections to classroom instruction. It’s an excellent resource for middle schools, high schools, and community colleges for learning more about the history, theory and application of taxes in the United States. 
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Maximize learning Provide easy-to- 
understand definitions 

Link to additional 
resources 

Teacher Tools: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A variety of tools are provided to enhance “Understanding Taxes”:• Instructions on how to use “Understanding Taxes” to maximize the classroom learning experience.• A glossary of tax terms that provide easy-to-understand definitions from A through Z. • Links to additional Web resources that can enrich lessons and provide more information on a topic.
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The Custom Resource 
List enables teachers 
to choose their lesson 
plans today and 
access them tomorrow 
with just one click! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Custom Resource List allows you to save lesson plans and their links to student pages, activities, assessments, and other resources. Just click in the box before each lesson, click on the Create a Custom Resource List button, and save it to your hard drive for later access. It’s that easy



7 

Individual lesson plans 
allow teachers to 
preview every lesson 
component from just 
one web page 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lesson plans provide everything you need to know to incorporate tax theory, history, and application into the classroom, taking the guesswork out of teaching taxes. You can pick and choose the activities you use in the classroom to fit the needs of your students. 
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Lessons allow students 
to complete in class or 
on their own! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Hows and Whys of Taxes, students learn concepts through a variety of activities. Students can balance the national budget, discover how their tax dollars are spent, and lobby for a cause as they choose from more than 75 interactive activities. Activity types matching, multiple choice, memory concentration games, interactive map activities, virtual field trips, and more! 
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Understanding Taxes 

 
 

Brings Learning to Life 



10 

Student pages for 
every lesson bring 
learning to life! Helps 
students understand 
the basic concepts 
behind taxes and 
completion of returns 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students will find a variety of interactive features to help them understand the basics of taxes and bring their learning to life.
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Interactive simulation 
activities, encourage 
students to put their 
knowledge to work 
in the real world 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students put their learning to the test by stepping into the shoes of 20 different characters and situations. They can explore the ins and outs of filing tax returns electronically through these realistic simulations.
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Take the Tax  
Trivia Challenge 

Learn more about   
VITA e3 

Cool Stuff lets users: 

Interactive activities 
make learning fun! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discover how many hours per year citizens spend preparing their taxes or in what country people must pay a tax on television sets they own!  Little-known tax trivia and more can be found at Cool Stuff. Students can learn more about VITA e3, a volunteer community program in which students assist individuals with their taxes and emphasis on e-file, education and volunteer experience. It’s all here at Cool Stuff! 
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Understanding Taxes 

 
 

Comprehensive 
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• Quick online access 
• 38 comprehensive 

lesson plans 
• Links to state and 

national standards 
• Downloadable 

components 
 

The teacher section 
offers: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “Understanding Taxes” Website is divided into four areas for easy navigation and use: • Teacher Site (available in English language only) • Student Site (available in English and Spanish languages)• The Hows of Taxes• The Whys of TaxesFrom the Teacher Site page you can:• Create a Custom Resource List that allows you to save lesson plans and their links for later online access.• View a complete list of all 38 lesson plans• Check out the links to state and national standards that are reinforced in each lesson.• Download components that support each lesson. Components can be downloaded individually or as a complete lesson pack.
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Content is divided into 
two distinct areas: 

• The HOWS of Taxes 

• The WHYS of Taxes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “Understanding Taxes” lessons are divided into two content areas: the Whys of Taxes and the Hows of Taxes. You choose the lessons that match your curriculum. 
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Tax Tutorials teach 
students the basics 
of taxes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Hows of Taxes, tax tutorials guide students through the basics of tax preparation, giving them the background needed to electronically file a tax return in a non-threatening environment.
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Online graded assessments 
test students’ comprehension 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Comprehensive assessments that follow standardized testing formats check students’ understanding through online graded assessments.
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Understanding Taxes 

Accessible, Brings Learning to 
Life, and Comprehensive 

 

 A Quick and Simple Way to 
Understand YOUR Taxes 



For more information, check out: 
http://apps.irs.gov/app/understandingTaxes/index.jsp   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check out: www.irs.gov/app/understandingTaxes/index.jsp
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