
Sample article for organizations to use to reach customers (Word Count 341) 
Customize and post the following article on your websites and/or use in other communication vehicles 
about the adoption credit. 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
Adopt a child in 2012? You may be eligible for the Adoption Tax Credit  
If you adopted an eligible child in 2012, you may be able to claim the adoption credit on your 
federal tax return. Taxpayers who will be claiming the adoption credit and filing Form 8839, 
Qualified Adoption Expenses, with their 2012 Form 1040 will be able to file in late February or 
into March. A specific date will be announced in the near future.  
The adoption tax credit offsets qualified adoption expenses, making adoption possible for some 
families who could not otherwise afford it.  
 
Qualified adoption expenses are reasonable and necessary expenses directly related to the 
legal adoption of the child and may include adoption fees, court costs, attorney fees and travel 
expenses.  
 
The adoption credit for tax year 2012 can be as much as $12,650 per eligible child. If you adopt 
a U.S. child whom a state, county, or the District of Columbia has determined has special needs, 
you may be entitled to the full credit regardless of whether you paid any actual qualified adoption 
expenses.  
  
If you are eligible to claim the adoption credit, here are a few tips to remember when filling out 
your tax return: 

• You can use tax preparation software to prepare your return, but you must print and mail 
the tax return to the IRS.  

• While you don’t need to include documentation with your tax return, you should keep it for 
your records. Documents you should keep include a final adoption decree, placement 
agreement from an authorized agency, court documents or the state’s determination for 
special needs children. 

• The credit for qualified adoption expenses is subject to income limitations and may be 
reduced or eliminated depending on your income. 

• This credit is nonrefundable, which means it reduces your tax and is limited to the amount 
of tax you owe. Any credit that exceeds what you owe may be carried forward for the next 
five years or until the amount is used. 

To claim the credit, you must complete Form 8839, Qualified Adoption Expenses and mail it with 
your tax return to the IRS. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
NOTE TO EDITOR: Below are helpful resources on IRS.gov.  

IRS.gov (Search Adoption Credit)  
Tax Topics - Topic 607 Adoption Credit and Adoption... 
Tweets: 
Adopt a child in 2012? You may be eligible for the #adoption credit. Visit IRS.gov for more information. 
http://go.usa.gov/48we 
You can reduce your tax payment if you #adoptedachildin2012. http://go.usa.gov/48we 
Did you #adopt-a-childin2012? You can save money on your taxes by claiming the #adoption tax credit. 
http://go.usa.gov/48we 

http://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/List-of-IRS-forms-that-1040-filers-can-begin-filing-in-late-February-or-into-March-2013
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Newsroom/List-of-IRS-forms-that-1040-filers-can-begin-filing-in-late-February-or-into-March-2013
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8839.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc607.html
http://go.usa.gov/48we
http://go.usa.gov/48we
http://go.usa.gov/48we

