Proposed Changes to the Examination

The 2004 Special Enrollment Examination will be in the same four-part format as in prior years.  However, we are planning to make changes to the format and administration of the Special Enrollment Examination beginning in 2005.  We will provide information on our website regarding these changes in 2005.   Additional information is available on the IRS website www.irs.gov  (home page).  Select Tax Professionals and then select Enrolled Agents.

As a result of proposed changes in the format of the examination, individuals who have passed parts of the examination under the current format will not be able to carry over their scores beyond 2004.  

Rules for those who passed one or two parts of the 2003 Examination

Candidates may carry over their passing score for the parts of the examination that they passed, provided they meet a minimum retention score of 90% for the part(s) they failed.  As noted above, these individuals will not be able to carry over their passing scores beyond 2004.

Rules for those who passed three parts of the 2003 Examination
Candidates passing three parts of the examination in one sitting do not have to meet the minimum retention score for the part failed.  As noted above, these individuals will not be able to carry over their passing scores beyond 2004.

Frequently Asked Questions

Question:  What is the reason for making changes to the format and administration of the examination?

Answer:  Our goal is to make improvements to both the design and administration of the examination.  For example, improvements can be made to the quality of the test questions as well the time it takes to generate examination results.

Question: What is the rationale for not allowing a carryover of parts passed under the current examination format, when we shift to a new examination format?

Answer:  The reason is that we expect significant changes to the four-part format of the examination.  

Question:  I passed three parts of the 2002 examination.  In 2003, I failed the fourth part, but scored 90% of the passing score for that part (minimum retention).  If the 2005 examination will be administered in a new format, will I be able to carry over my score?

Answer:  You will be able to carry over your score from the 2002 examination and only take the part you failed for the 2004 examination.  You may not carry over scores beyond 2004.  

Further questions may be directed to Internal Revenue Service, Office of Practitioner Enrollment, P.O. Box 33968, Detroit, MI 48232. The telephone number is (313) 234-1280 and the e-mail address is  EPP@irs.gov 
