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Sec. 3 Payee “B” Record 
General Field Descriptions 
The “B” Record contains the payment 
information from information returns. 

• The record layout for field positions 1 
through 543 is the same for all types of 
returns. 

• Field positions 544 through 750 vary for 
each type of return to accommodate 
special fields for individual forms. 

• Allow for all 16 Payment Amount Fields. 
For the fields not used, enter “0” (zeros). 

• All records must be a fixed length of 750 
positions. 

• All alpha characters must be upper case. 

• Do not use decimal points (.) to indicate 
dollars and cents. 

For all fields marked “Required,” the 
transmitter must provide the information 
described under “General Field Description.” 
For those fields not marked “Required,” the 
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transmitter must allow for the field, but may 
be instructed to enter blanks or zeros in the 
indicated field position(s) and for the 
indicated length. 

A field is also provided for Special Data 
Entries. This field may be used to record 
information required by state or local 
governments, or for the personal use of the 
filer. The IRS does not use the data provided 
in the Special Data Entries Field; therefore, 
the IRS program does not check the content 
or format of the data entered in this field. It is 
the filer’s option to use the Special Data 
Entries Field. 

Following the Special Data Entries Field, 
payment fields have been allocated for State 
Income Tax Withheld and Local Income Tax 
Withheld. These fields are for the convenience 
of filers. The information will not be used by 
the IRS. 

Adhere to guidelines listed in Sec.12 
Combined Federal/State Filing (CF/SF) 
Program if participating in the program. 
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