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Composition and Reference Guide Overview 

Outstanding TCC Questions  

This is the sixth AIR working group webinar; previous 

sessions have provided an overview of the ACA Information 

Returns program, electronic filing requirements (e.g. forms, 

schemas, and business rules) and Publications 5164 and 

5165. This session will focus on the overview of the AIR 

Submission Composition and Reference Guide. 

Things To Know 

Live Q&A 



Things To Know 
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Important things to know about electronically filing ACA Information Returns 

• Affordable Care Act Information Returns (Forms 1094-B, 1095-B, 1094-C and 1095-C) 

must be filed using “AIR” (Affordable Care Act Information Return System) – ACA 

Information Returns may not be filed using FIRE.  

• Acceptable Format for Transmission is XML (Returns will not be accepted electronically in 

any other format). 

• Each transmission is limited to 100MB, transmissions larger than 100MB must be split. 

• The TCC application will be available online on June 29, 2015. 

• Testing for Calendar Year 2014 (voluntary year) returns will begin July 29, 2015 and 

Calendar Year 2014 returns may be filed beginning October 22, 2015. 

• Corrections are not required for Calendar Year 2014 (voluntary year) returns. Corrections 

that are submitted will be accepted.  

• Corrections will be required for Calendar Year 2015 (mandatory year) returns. 

• Returns for Calendar Year 2015 (mandatory year) must be filed with the IRS by February 

28, 2016 (paper) or  March 31, 2016 (electronic). 

• Draft ACA Information Return Forms for Calendar Year 2015 (mandatory year) have been 

posted to IRS.gov. 

 



AIR Submission  

Composition and Reference Guide 

This publication provides guidance to all types of external 

transmitters about composing and successfully transmitting 

compliant ACA Information Return submissions to IRS. 

Scope:  

• Covers details on composing and submitting Form 1094/1095-Bs and Form 

1094/1095-Cs by transmitters to IRS.  

• Addresses the Application to Application interface (A2A-application based via 

SOAP messages exchanged between client and exposed Web Service 

endpoints) and the Web User Interface (Web UI-browser-based requiring human 

initiation). 

Key topics of the publication include: 

• Interface Overview 

• Composing The Transmission 

• Transmitting the Data File 
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Interface Overview 
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 The AIR system will have two transmission methods; an 

Application-to-Application (A2A) channel and a Web Browser-

based User Interface (UI) channel. The AIR system will 

perform structural and initial data validations on the information 

returns. Both the A2A and UI channels will also support 

requests for status responses (was the transmission accepted 

or rejected).  

 

 The data is exchanged between Transmitters and IRS via 

Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) messages with 

Message Transmission Optimization Mechanism (MTOM) 

attachment or via XML file upload using the Transmitter’s web 

browser. MTOM is a World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) 

standard that provides a method of efficiently sending binary 

data to and from Web services. The SOAP data structures and 

XML Schema are specified in this document. Each 

transmission is limited to 100MB, transmissions larger 

than 100MB must be split. 

http://www.w3.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_service


Interface Overview (cont.) 
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 ISS-UI Channel: In this channel, a user interface is exposed 

via the IRS Integrated Enterprise Portal (IEP) where a user will 

login and if authenticated and authorized will be allowed to 

upload files containing Information Returns. Information 

Returns are uploaded as XML files using the Hypertext 

Transfer Protocol (HTTP) over Transport Layer Security (TLS).  

 
 ISS-A2A Channel: This channel exposes a SOAP Web 

Service interface via the external-facing IRS IEP. Using the 

web services request-response model, Information Returns are 

transmitted along with SOAP messages as MTOM-encoded 

attachments. The SOAP message will carry the credentials for 

authentication and authorization. The Information Return data 

is sent in XML structured data files. 



Composing the Transmission 

An IRS transmission consists of two parts – the Manifest and the 

Form Data File. 

 The Manifest contains information about the transmitter, 

transmission and the payload. 

 The Form Data File contains one or more submissions in XML 

format. 

 A submission is either: 

o One Form 1094-B and one or more Form 1095-Bs, or 

o One Form 1094-C and zero or more Form 1095-Cs 

 A transmission will contain: 

o One or more Form 1094/1095-B submissions (transmittals/payee 

records)  

o One or more Form 1094/1095-C submissions (transmittals/payer 

records) 

The transmission may not contain commingled B and C 

submissions.  

6 



Composing the Transmission (cont.) 

The XML Schemas for Form 1094/1095-B and Form 1094/1095 C 

include elements designed to uniquely identify ACA Information 

Returns transmissions (UTID), submissions within the 

transmission (SID), and records within the submission (RID). The 

transmitter that generates the Form Data File for transmission to 

the IRS must generate these IDs and maintain them along with 

their associated transmissions. Unique IDs are used to simplify 

and increase the precision of communications and corrections. 
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Composing the Transmission (cont.) 

 When the IRS successfully receives a transmission for 

processing, a unique Receipt ID is generated which 

uniquely identifies the transmission.  

 

 When an error is identified, both Form 1094 and Form 

1095 records are uniquely identified within a transmission 

by concatenating the Receipt ID, SID, and RID (as 

applicable) and returning them to the transmitter. 
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Transmitting the Data File - ISS-UI 

The ISS-UI Channel is a Web Browser based user interface that 

allows transmitters to submit Form Data Files to the IRS and 

retrieve acknowledgments.  

 

 The transmitter will be required to interactively log in to the 

IRS web site with their web browser and invoke the 

appropriate URL for the IRS AIR application. The application 

will allow transmitters to submit Information Returns to the 

IRS. 

 

 The transmitter must have two XML files to submit a single 

transmission via the ISS-UI Channel (manifest and form data 

file). 
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Transmitting the Data File - ISS-UI (cont.) 

 IRS performs security checks on the Form Data File received 

from the transmitter. If no security threats are detected, IRS 

generates the Receipt ID and returns it along with Timestamp 

to the transmitter. 

 

 Once the file is processed, the status is made available for 

the transmitter to retrieve.  

o When errors are identified during file processing such as 

read/write errors, invalid XML, etc. the transmission is rejected 

and appropriate error(s) and description(s) is returned to the 

transmitter through the user interface. 

 

 After the transmitter successfully uploads a Form Data File 

and receives a Receipt ID, they will use the Receipt ID to 

request the Acknowledgement for that transmission. 
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Transmitting the Data File - ISS-A2A 

The ISS-A2A Channel allows transmitters to submit a Form Data 

File to the IRS and retrieve the acknowledgment for that 

transmission via a Services Oriented Architecture (SOA) 

interface. The Form Data File is transmitted in the SOAP 

Message as an MTOM attachment.  The response to a request 

for Acknowledgement may or may not include an Error Data File. 

MTOM is the only method allowed by the IRS for transmitters to 

attach files to a SOAP Message for ACA Information Returns. 

 

 A SOAP message is a XML structure consisting of SOAP 

Envelope, SOAP Header and SOAP Body. 
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Transmitting the Data File - ISS-A2A (cont.) 

 SOAP Header: 

o WS-Addressing – Provides mechanisms for endpoint-to-

endpoint identification in SOAP messages 

o WS-Security – Provides mechanisms for user identification and 

assertions in SOAP messages 

o ACA AIR Transmission Header Business Elements – 

Provides elements required for all SOAP messages on the A2A 

channel 
o ACA AIR Transmission Manifest – Provides manifest elements 

 

 Since some of the elements involve security protocols the 

IRS does not post them publicly on IRS.gov. A QuickAlert will 

be issued soon on how to request a copy of the WSDLs 

which contain them. 
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Transmitting the Data File - ISS-A2A (cont.) 

 The SOAP Body contains the request message and the 

Form Data File as MTOM attachment submitted by the 

transmitter application. 

 

 Only one Form Data File will be accepted as an attachment 

sent by a transmitter.  If errors are found during processing 

only one Error Data File will be returned as an attachment 

by IRS to the transmitter.  

 

 

13 



For More Information 

Information about the Affordable Care Act Information Returns (AIR) 

Program page can be found at http://www.irs.gov/for-Tax-

Pros/Software-Developers/Information-Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-

Information-Return-AIR-Program.   

The following topics are available: 

•  AATS Test Scenarios  (including the AATS Updates)  

• AIR User Guides and Publications 

• AIR Schemas and Business Rules 

 

QuickAlerts, an IRS e-mail service, is used to disseminate information 

quickly to subscribers. This service provides Tax Professionals with up-

to-date information on electronic filing throughout the year, with 

particular emphasis on issues during the filing season. For more 

information on QuickAlerts and how to subscribe go to: 

http://www.irs.gov/Tax-Professionals/e-File-Providers-&-

Partners/Subscribe-To-QuickAlerts 
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Outstanding TCC Questions  
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Live Q&A 



Non-Technical Online Resources 
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Topic Details Source 

ACA Tax 

Law 

IRS ACA Homepage irs.gov/aca  

4980H – Employer Shared 

Responsibility Provisions 

http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Employer-

Shared-Responsibility-Provisions  

4980H Q&As http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Questions-

and-Answers-on-Employer-Shared-Responsibility-Provisions-

Under-the-Affordable-Care-Act  

6056 Information Reporting 

Overview 

http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Information-

Reporting-by-Applicable-Large-Employers  

6056 Information Reporting Q&As http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Questions-

and-Answers-on-Reporting-of-Offers-of-Health-Insurance-

Coverage-by-Employers-Section-6056  

6055 Information Reporting 

Overview 

irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Information-Reporting-

by-Providers-of-Minimum-Essential-Coverage 

6055 Information Reporting Q&As irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Questions-and-Answers-on-

Information-Reporting-by-Health-Coverage-Providers-Section-

6055  

Legal Guidance and Other 

Resources 

irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Affordable-Care-Act-of-2010-News-

Releases-Multimedia-and-Legal-Guidance  

e-File Overview irs.gov/Businesses/Corporations/e-file-Affordable-Care-Act-

Information-Reports  
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Topic Details Source 

ACA 

Information 

Returns 

(AIR) 

Program 

AIR Homepage irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Return-AIR-Program  

Did You Know? irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Returns-AIR-Program-

Did-You-Know%3F 

Working Group Meeting 

Details 

irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Returns-AIR-Program-

Overview 

Schema to Form Crosswalk irs.gov/PUP/for_taxpros/software_developers/information_returns/

AIR_Working_Group_Meeting_02192015v2.pdf 

2014 DRAFT Schemas irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Tax-Year-2014-Schemas-for-Affordable-Care-Act-

Information-Returns-(AIR) 

Publication 5164 (Early Look) 
http://www.irs.gov/PUP/for_taxpros/software_developers/informati

on_returns/Draft_%20Publication_%205164.pdf  

Publication 5165 (Early Look) 
http://www.irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Return-AIR-Program  

AIR Submission Composition 

and Reference Guide (Early 

Look) 

http://www.irs.gov/PUP/for_taxpros/software_developers/informati

on_returns/AIR_Composition_and_Reference_Guide.pdf 

AIR Mailbox – Technical 

Inquiries Only 

airmailbox@irs.gov 

Subscribe to Quick Alerts http://www.irs.gov/Tax-Professionals/e-File-Providers-&-

Partners/Subscribe-To-Quick-Alerts  
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Topic Details Source 

Forms and 

Instructions 

2014 Form 1094-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1094b.pdf  

2014 Form 1095-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1095b.pdf  

2014 Instructions 1094/1095-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i109495b.pdf  

2014 Form 1094-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1094c.pdf  

2014 Form 1095-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1095c.pdf  

2014 Instructions 1094/1095-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i109495c.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1094-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1094b--dft.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1095-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1095b--dft.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1094-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1094c--dft.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1095-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1095c--dft.pdf  

Regulations 

4980H Final Regulations 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-02-12/pdf/2014-

03082.pdf  

6055 Final Regulations 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-03-10/pdf/2014-

05051.pdf  

6056 Final Regulations 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-03-10/pdf/2014-

05050.pdf  
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Topic Details Source 

ACA Tax 

Law 

IRS ACA Homepage irs.gov/aca  

4980H – Employer Shared 

Responsibility Provisions 

http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Employer-

Shared-Responsibility-Provisions  

4980H Q&As http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Questions-

and-Answers-on-Employer-Shared-Responsibility-Provisions-

Under-the-Affordable-Care-Act  

6056 Information Reporting 

Overview 

http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Information-

Reporting-by-Applicable-Large-Employers  

6056 Information Reporting Q&As http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Questions-

and-Answers-on-Reporting-of-Offers-of-Health-Insurance-

Coverage-by-Employers-Section-6056  

6055 Information Reporting 

Overview 

irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Employers/Information-Reporting-

by-Providers-of-Minimum-Essential-Coverage 

6055 Information Reporting Q&As irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Questions-and-Answers-on-

Information-Reporting-by-Health-Coverage-Providers-Section-

6055  

Legal Guidance and Other 

Resources 

irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act/Affordable-Care-Act-of-2010-News-

Releases-Multimedia-and-Legal-Guidance  

e-File Overview irs.gov/Businesses/Corporations/e-file-Affordable-Care-Act-

Information-Reports  
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(6056) Overview Employer Shared 

Responsibility Provision 

(4980H) Overview 
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This page also includes 

details on: 

• Circumstances for 

owing a payment 

• Calculating the 

payment 

• Identifying full-time 

employees 

• Transition Relief 

 

3. 4980H Overview 1. ACA Homepage 2. Employer Homepage 
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This page also includes 

details on: 

• Controlled Group / 

Common Ownership 

• When to report 

• Information to be reported 

to the IRS 

• Information to be 

furnished to full-time 

employees 

• How to report 

• Self-Insured Employers 

• How to file electronically 

• Information Reporting 

Penalties 

• Additional Publications 
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Information Reporting by 

Providers of Minimum Essential 

Coverage 

1. ACA Homepage 2. Other Organizations Homepage 
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Essential Coverage (6055) Overview 

This page also includes 

details on: 

• Information to be 

reported to the IRS 

• Information to be 

furnished to the 

individual 

• How to report 

• How to file electronically 

• Self-Insured Employers 

• Information Reporting 

Penalties 

• Q&As 

• Regulations 
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Q&A: Employer Shared 

Responsibility Provisions 

(4980H) 

Q&A: Information 

Reporting by Health 

Coverage Providers 

(6055) 

Q&A: Information 

Reporting by ALEs 

(6056) 

1. ACA Homepage 2. Questions & Answers Homepage 
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1. ACA Homepage 2. Questions & Answers Homepage 3. 4980H Q&As 

4980H Q&A 

topics 
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1. ACA Homepage 2. Questions & Answers Homepage 3. 6055 Q&As 

6055 Q&A 

topics 
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1. ACA Homepage 2. Questions & Answers Homepage 3. 6056 Q&As 
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1. ACA Homepage 2. Legal Guidance Homepage 

Links to: 

• Health Care Tax 

Tips 

• Publications 

• Videos 

• News Releases 

• Legal Guidance 

• etc. 
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Topic Details Source 

ACA 

Information 

Returns 

(AIR) 

Program 

AIR Homepage irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Return-AIR-Program  

Did You Know? irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Returns-AIR-Program-

Did-You-Know%3F 

Working Group Meeting 

Details 

irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Returns-AIR-Program-

Overview 

Schema to Form Crosswalk irs.gov/PUP/for_taxpros/software_developers/information_returns/

AIR_Working_Group_Meeting_02192015v2.pdf 

2014 DRAFT Schemas irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Tax-Year-2014-Schemas-for-Affordable-Care-Act-

Information-Returns-(AIR) 

Publication 5164 (Early Look) 
http://www.irs.gov/PUP/for_taxpros/software_developers/informati

on_returns/Draft_%20Publication_%205164.pdf  

Publication 5165 (Early Look) 
http://www.irs.gov/for-Tax-Pros/Software-Developers/Information-

Returns/Affordable-Care-Act-Information-Return-AIR-Program  

AIR Submission Composition 

and Reference Guide (Early 

Look) 

http://www.irs.gov/PUP/for_taxpros/software_developers/informati

on_returns/AIR_Composition_and_Reference_Guide.pdf 

AIR Mailbox – Technical 

Inquiries Only 

airmailbox@irs.gov 

Subscribe to Quick Alerts http://www.irs.gov/Tax-Professionals/e-File-Providers-&-

Partners/Subscribe-To-Quick-Alerts  
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Topic Details Source 

Forms and 

Instructions 

2014 Form 1094-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1094b.pdf  

2014 Form 1095-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1095b.pdf  

2014 Instructions 1094/1095-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i109495b.pdf  

2014 Form 1094-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1094c.pdf  

2014 Form 1095-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1095c.pdf  

2014 Instructions 1094/1095-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i109495c.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1094-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1094b--dft.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1095-B http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1095b--dft.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1094-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1094c--dft.pdf  

2015 Draft Form 1095-C http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-dft/f1095c--dft.pdf  

Regulations 

4980H Final Regulations 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-02-12/pdf/2014-

03082.pdf  

6055 Final Regulations 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-03-10/pdf/2014-

05051.pdf  

6056 Final Regulations 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-03-10/pdf/2014-

05050.pdf  
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