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Sec. 5 Electronic 
Specifications 
.01 FIRE System 
The FIRE System is designed exclusively for 
electronic filing of Forms 1042-S, 1097, 1098, 
1099, 3921, 3922, 5498, 8027, 8955-SSA 
and W-2G. Electronic files are transmitted 
through the FIRE Production System at 
https://fire.irs.gov/. The electronic filing of 
information returns is not affiliated with any 
other IRS electronic filing programs. Filers 
must obtain separate approval to participate 
in different programs. 

The FIRE Production System does not provide 
fill-in forms, with the exception of: 

• Form 8809, Application for Extension of 
Time to File Information Returns 

• Form 4419, Application for Filing 
Information Returns Electronically (FIRE) 

The FIRE System can accept multiple files for 
the same type of return. For example, if a 
company has several branches issuing Forms 

https://fire.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8809.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f4419.pdf


 

90 
 

1099-INT, it is not necessary to consolidate 
all the forms into one transmission. Each file 
may be sent separately. Do not transmit 
duplicate data. 

Electronic reporting of information returns 
eliminates the need for electronic filers to 
send paper documents to the IRS. Do not 
send copies of the paper forms to the IRS for 
any forms filed electronically. This will result 
in duplicate filing. 

.02 FIRE System Internet Security 
Technical Standards 
FIRE System Internet Security Technical 
Standards are: 

• HTTP 1.1 Specification 
http://www.w3.org/Protocols/rfc2616/rfc2
616.txt 

• TLS 1.1 and 1.2 are implemented using 
SHA and RSA 1024 bits during the 
asymmetric handshake 

• The filer can use one of the following 
encryption algorithms, listed in order of 
priority using TLS: 

http://www.w3.org/Protocols/rfc2616/rfc2616.txt
http://www.w3.org/Protocols/rfc2616/rfc2616.txt
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• AES 256-bit (FIPS-197) 

• AES 128-bit (FIPS-197) 

• TDES 168-bit (FIPS-46-3) 

Sec. 6 Electronic Submissions 
.01 Electronic Submissions 
The FIRE System is available for electronic 
submissions 24 hours a day. For dates of 
availability, refer to Part B. Sec. 4, 
Connecting to FIRE, for available dates. 

Standard ASCII code is required for all files. 
The time required to transmit files varies 
depending upon your type of connection to 
the internet. 

The acceptable file size for the FIRE Systems 
cannot exceed one million records per file. 
The count is the total of the entire file 
determined by adding together the T, A, B, C, 
K and F Records. If the file exceeds the limit, 
the file will be rejected. We recommend you 
visit the Filing Information Returns 
Electronically (FIRE) website at 
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https://fire.irs.gov/ for the latest system 
status, updates, and alerts. 

When sending electronic files larger than 
10,000 records, data compression is 
encouraged. The time required to transmit a 
file can be reduced up to 95 percent by using 
compression. 

• WinZip and PKZIP are the only acceptable 
compression packages. The IRS cannot 
accept self-extracting zip files or 
compressed files containing multiple files. 

• If you are having trouble transmitting files 
with a scripting process, please contact 
the IRS at 866-455-7438 (toll-free) for 
assistance. Listen to all options before 
making your selection. 

Transmitters may create files using self-
assigned file name(s). However, the FIRE 
System will assign a unique filename. Record 
the FIRE filename from the "Check File 
Status" page as it is required when assistance 
is needed. The FIRE filename consists of: 

• Submission type (Original, Correction, 
Replacement, and Test) 

https://fire.irs.gov/
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• TCC 

• Four-digit sequence number. The 
sequence number will be increased for 
every file sent 

• Example, if this is the first Original file for 
the calendar year and the TCC is 44444, 
the IRS assigned filename would be 
ORIG.44444.0001 

Prior year data, original, and corrected, must 
be filed according to the requirements of this 
publication. Use the record format for the 
current year when submitting prior year data. 
Each tax year must be electronically filed in 
separate transmissions. However, use the 
actual year designation of the data in field 
positions 2-5 of the "T", "A", and "B" Records. 
Transmitter "T" Record Field position 6, Prior 
Year Data Indicator, must contain a "P." A 
separate transmission is required for each tax 
year. See Part C. Record Format 
Specifications and Record Layouts. 

Note: Important filing guidance for tax year 
2019 for Form 1099-MISC non-employee 
compensation (NEC) - Refer to Part A. Sec. 7 
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Form 1099-MISC NEC Filing Guidance for Tax 
Year 2019. 

.02 File Definitions 
It is important to distinguish between 
the specific types of files: 

Original file – Contains information returns 
that have not been previously reported to the 
IRS. 

Correction file – Contains corrections for 
information returns that were successfully 
processed by the IRS with a status of “Good, 
Released” and you then identified an error 
with the file. Correction files should only 
contain records that require a correction, not 
the entire file. 

Replacement file – A Replacement file is 
sent when a "Bad" status is received. After 
the necessary changes have been made, 
transmit the entire file through the FIRE 
Production System as a Replacement file. 

Test File – Contains data that is formatted to 
the specifications in Publication 1220 and can 
only be sent through the FIRE Test System at 
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https://fire.test.irs.gov/. Do not transmit 
live data in the FIRE Test System. 

.03 Submission Responses 
The results of your electronic transmission(s) 
will be sent to the email address that was 
provided on the “Verify Your Filing 
Information” screen within two business days 
after a file has been submitted. If using email 
filtering software, configure software to 
accept email from fire@irs.gov and irs.e-
helpmail@irs.gov. 

Note: Processing delays may occur during 
peak filing time frames and you may not get 
results within two business days. If a file is 
bad, the transmitter must return to 
https://fire.irs.gov/ or 
https://fire.test.irs.gov/ to identify the errors. 
At the main menu, select Check File Status. 

If a file is "Bad", make necessary changes 
and resubmit as a Replacement file. You have 
60 days from the original transmission date to 
send a good Replacement file. 

https://fire.test.irs.gov/
mailto:fire@irs.gov
mailto:irs.e-helpmail@irs.gov
mailto:irs.e-helpmail@irs.gov
https://fire.irs.gov/
https://fire.test.irs.gov/


 

96 
 

Note: If an acceptable Replacement file is 
received within 60 days, the transmission 
date for the Original file will be used for 
penalty determination. Original files 
submitted after the due date or acceptable 
Replacement files sent beyond the 60 days 
may result in a late filing penalty. 

If the file is good, it is released for mainline 
processing after ten calendar days from 
receipt. Contact the IRS by telephone at 866-
455-7438 within the ten-day timeframe to 
stop processing. When you call, you must 
indicate if you want the file ‘Closed’ or ‘Made 
Bad’ so that you can send a Replacement file. 
You will need your TCC and employer 
identification number (EIN). 

The authorized transmitter can close a bad 
file for current year files only. If you do not 
intend to submit a replacement file, you can 
check the “Close File” box. Enter your PIN to 
complete the action of closing the file. 

Sec. 7 Test Files 
A test file is only required if you are 
participating in the CF/SF Program for the 
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first time. The submission of a test file is 
recommended for all new electronic filers to 
test hardware and software. See Part B. Sec. 
4, Connecting to FIRE. 

The test file must consist of a sample of each 
type of record: 

• Transmitter “T” Record 

• Use the Test Indicator “T” in field position 
28 on the "T" Record 

• Payer “A” Record 

• Multiple Payee “B” Records (at least 
eleven “B” Records per each “A” Record) 

• End of Payer “C” Record 

• State Totals “K” Record(s) - if 
participating in the CF/SF 

• End of Transmission “F” Record 

Note: See Part C. Record Format 
Specifications and Record Layouts, for record 
formats. 

The IRS will check the file to ensure it meets 
the specifications outlined in this publication. 
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Current filers may send a test file to ensure 
the software reflects all required 
programming changes. However, not all 
validity, consistency, or math error tests will 
be conducted. 

Provide a valid email address on the “Verify 
Your Filing Information” page. You will be 
notified of your file acceptance by email 
within two days of transmission. When using 
email filtering software, configure software to 
accept email from fire@irs.gov and irs.e-
helpmail@irs.gov. 

It is the transmitter’s responsibility to check 
the results of the submission. See Part B. 
Sec. 4, Connecting to FIRE. 

Note: During peak filing periods, the time 
frame for returning file results may be more 
than two days. The following results will be 
displayed: 

• Good, Federal Reporting - The test file 
is good for federal reporting. 

• Good, Federal/State Reporting - The 
file is good for the CF/SF. 

mailto:fire@irs.gov
mailto:irs.e-helpmail@irs.gov
mailto:irs.e-helpmail@irs.gov
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• Bad - The test file contains errors. Click 
on the filename for a list of the errors. 

• Not Yet Processed - The file has been 
received, but results are not available. 
Please check back in a few days. 
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Sec. 1 Transmitter “T” 
Record General Field 
Descriptions 
General Field Descriptions 
The Transmitter “T” Record identifies the 
entity transmitting the electronic file. A 
Replacement file will be requested if the “T” 
Record is not present. See File Format 
Diagram located in Part C. Record Format 
Specifications and Record Layouts. 

• Transmitter “T” Record is the first record 
on each file and is followed by a Payer “A” 
Record. 

• All records must be a fixed length of 750 
positions. 

• Do not use punctuation in the name and 
address fields. 

• The Transmitter “T” Record contains 
critical information when it is necessary 
for the IRS to contact the transmitter. 
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• For all fields marked “Required,” the 
transmitter must provide the information 
described under General Field Description. 
For those fields not marked “Required,” a 
transmitter must allow for the field but 
may be instructed to enter blanks or zeros 
in the indicated field positions for the 
indicated length. 

• All alpha characters entered in the “T” 
Record must be upper case, except an 
email address which may be case 
sensitive. 
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Sec. 2 Payer “A” Record 
General Field Descriptions 
The second record on the file must be a Payer 
“A” Record. 

The Payer “A” Record identifies the person 
making payments. The payer will be held 
responsible for the completeness, accuracy, 
and timely submission of electronic files. 
Examples of a Payer include: 

• Recipient of mortgage payments 

• Recipient of student loan interest 
payments 

• Educational institution 

• Broker 

• Person reporting a real estate 
transaction 

• Barter exchange 

• Creditor 

• Trustee or issuer of any IRA or MSA 
plan 
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• Lender who acquires an interest in 
secured property or who has a reason 
to know that the property has been 
abandoned 

• A transmitter may include Payee “B” 
Records for more than one payer in a file; 
however, each group of “B” Records must 
be preceded by an “A” Record and 
followed by an End of Payer “C” Record. A 
single file may contain different types of 
returns but the types of returns cannot be 
intermingled. A separate “A” Record is 
required for each payer and each type of 
return being reported. 

• The number of “A” Records depends on 
the number of payers and the different 
types of returns being reported. Do not 
submit separate “A” Records for each 
payment amount being reported. For 
example, if a payer is filing Form 1099-
DIV to report Amount Codes 1, 2, and 3, 
all three amount codes should be reported 
under one “A” Record, not three separate 
“A” Records. 
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• The maximum number of “A” Records 
allowed in a file is 99,000. All records 
must be a fixed length of 750 positions. All 
alpha characters entered in the “A” Record 
must be upper case. 

• For all fields marked “Required,” the 
transmitter must provide the information 
described under General Field Description. 
For those fields not marked “Required,” a 
transmitter must allow for the field, but 
may be instructed to enter blanks or zeros 
in the indicated field position(s) and for 
the indicated length. 

 

 

 

 
  



 

120 
 

This page is intentionally left blank 

 



 

121 
 



 

122 
 

  



 

123 
 

  



 

124 
 

  



 

125 
 

  



 

126 
 

  



 

127 
 

  



 

128 
 

  



 

129 
 

  



 

130 
 

  



 

131 
 

  



 

132 
 

  



 

133 
 

  



 

134 
 

  



 

135 
 

  



 

136 
 

  



 

137 
 

  



 

138 
 

  



 

139 
 

  



 

140 
 

  



 

141 
 

  



 

142 
 

 

 


	Sec. 5 Electronic Specifications
	.01 FIRE System
	.02 FIRE System Internet Security Technical Standards

	Sec. 6 Electronic Submissions
	.01 Electronic Submissions
	.02 File Definitions
	.03 Submission Responses

	Sec. 7 Test Files
	Sec. 1 Transmitter “T” Record General Field Descriptions
	General Field Descriptions

	Sec. 2 Payer “A” Record
	General Field Descriptions


