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Adjusted Gross Income Amount May Be Needed to File Electronically

YouTube Video
How to Use Get Transcript Online: English

IR-2016-124, Sept. 22, 2016

WASHINGTON - The Internal Revenue Service has an important reminder for taxpayers who filed for an
extension and face an Oct. 17 filing deadline: the adjusted gross income (AGI) amount from your 2014
return may be needed to electronically file a tax return.

The IRS reminds all taxpayers that they should keep a copy of their tax returns and supporting documents
for a minimum of three years. Going forward, keeping copies of tax returns is even more important as the
IRS makes changes to protect taxpayers and authenticate their identity.

The IRS recommends extension filers using a software product for the first time plan ahead. They should
locate a copy of their 2014 tax return or alternatively, order a tax transcript, a process that may take five to
10 calendar days. The adjusted gross income (AGI) is clearly labeled on both the tax return and the
transcript

Taxpayers who prepare their own electronic tax returns are required to electronically sign their return by
using a five-digit, self-selected personal identification number (PIN). In order to authenticate their identities,
taxpayers will now also need to enter either of two items: their prior-year AGI or their prior-year self-select
PIN and their date of birth. If married filing jointly, both taxpayers must authenticate their identities with this
information.

The IRS is phasing out the use of the Electronic Filing PIN, which is no longer available as an alternative
except for those taxpayers who had obtained an e-file PIN earlier this year. The IRS emphasizes that
those filers may use their e-file PIN for this year only.

Generally, tax-preparation software automatically generates the prior-year AGI and/or self-select PIN for
returning customers. However, taxpayers who are new to a software product must enter the prior-year AGI
or prior-year Self-Select PIN themselves.

How to find AGI

The adjusted gross income is gross income minus certain adjustments. On the 2014 tax returns, the AGl is
found on line 37 of Form 1040; line 21 on Form 1040A and line 4 on Form 1040EZ. Taxpayers who e-filed
and did not keep a copy of their original 2014 tax return may be able to return to their prior-year software
provider or tax preparer to obtain a copy.

Taxpayers who lack access to their prior-year tax returns also may go to irs.gov/transcript and use Get
Transcript Online or Get Transcript by Mail. A transcript is a summary of the tax return or tax account.


http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pASG585PM5A
http://www.irs.gov/transcript

There are various types of transcripts, but the Tax Return Transcript works best. Look for the “Adjusted
Gross Income” amount on the transcript.

Taxpayers must pass Secure Access authentication in order to access Get Transcript Online and
immediately access their transcripts. Taxpayers who cannot pass Secure Access authentication should use
Get Transcript by Mail or call 800-908-9946, and a transcript will be delivered to the home address within
five to 10 calendar days.



https://www.irs.gov/individuals/secure-access-how-to-register-for-certain-online-self-help-tools?_ga=1.256427080.2101671845.1459264262
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