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Catch a 
Break

#IRSEducationCredit

Do you pay for someone in your family to attend college or another post-secondary degree or 
certificate program?

If so, the American opportunity tax credit (AOTC) may give you a refund up to $1,000 even 
if you’re not required to file a tax return. The total AOTC can be worth up to $2,500. But you must 
file a federal tax return with the IRS to claim it.

Amounts paid for tuition, fees and course materials may qualify. 

Who says you can’t get a break these days?

Visit www.irs.gov/Individuals/AOTC and read Publication 970, Tax Benefits for Education, to 
learn more.
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