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A.  Population Definition and Tax Return Addresses
· The county income tables are based on data obtained from Tax Year 2008 Individual Income Tax Returns Forms 1040 with U.S. addresses for returns filed with and processed by the IRS by the end of September, 2009. This represents approximately 97 percent of all Tax Year 2008 individual income tax returns that were filed during calendar year 2009.  
· Given this specific population definition used for the county income tables, the totals in these tables will not necessarily match the totals in other IRS statistical data products.  
· Many individuals are not required to file tax returns, thus the data in these tables is not representative of the entire population of the United States. 
· The address shown on the tax form represents the address that taxpayers chose to use when corresponding with the IRS.  For the vast majority of taxpayers, this represents their personal residence.  

· The address shown on the tax form represents the address at the time of filing – not the address of the taxpayer during the tax year.   
· The state and county codes are assigned to each tax return by using a ZIP+4-to-County-based Codebook developed by the Census Bureau.  This codebook combines U.S. Postal Service data with the Census Bureau’s TIGER( file. 

B.  Terms Used in the Tables 
· If a taxpayer on a non-joint return is identified as deceased, the return is NOT counted in the “Number of Returns” column and the exemption for that taxpayer is NOT counted in the “Number of Exemptions” column, although the other items from the deceased taxpayer’s return are used in the county income tables. 
· If a taxpayer on a joint return is identified as deceased, provided the spouse is not also deceased, the return IS counted in the “Number of Returns” column but the exemption for that taxpayer is NOT counted in the “Number of Exemptions” column, although the other items from the deceased taxpayer’s return are used in the county income tables.
·  Note that even though someone died sometime during the year, an income tax return must often be filed for that deceased person as they may have received income for that year prior to their death.  
· A person may file a return but not claim a personal exemption for themselves.  This happens when an individual is required to file an income tax return but they are claimed as an exemption on another person’s return. Most of these cases are children. These returns are not tabulated as a return or as an exemption in the county income tables.  However, the income from these returns is included in the aggregate income tables.  
· The number of Exemptions is the number of total exemptions shown on each return less the number of deceased taxpayers.  Note that a return filed by a taxpayer who is also claimed as a dependent on another taxpayer’s return cannot claim an exemption.  
· The primary and secondary taxpayers are classified as “age 65 and over” based on their date of birth.  Dependents listed as “children” or “other” are classified as “age under 65”.  Dependents listed as “parents” are defined as “age 65 and over.” 

C.  Selected Income Items

· The income amounts represent the income amounts shown on the tax forms.  The amounts from taxpayers who are deceased and dependents who filed their own returns are included in the tallies.  Aggregate income is the sum total of the income amounts from all applicable records.  

· Wage and Salary Income includes income from wages, salaries, tips, etc (see line 7 on the form 1040).

· Interest Income includes taxable interest income and the non-taxable interest income (see lines 8a and 8b in the form 1040).

· Dividend income includes taxable distributions of money, stock, or other property received from domestic or foreign corporation, either directly or passed through estates, trusts, partnerships, or regulated investment companies (see line 9a on the form 1040).

· Adjusted gross income includes the taxable income from all sources, less the adjustments to income, such as IRA deduction, self-employment tax and health insurance, alimony paid, etc.  (See line 37 on the form 1040).

D.  Data Suppression Procedures

· The tables have been disclosure proofed to ensure that no individual can be identified.  Specifically, data cells that are based on fewer than 10 returns will not be shown.  When a cell is based on fewer than 10 returns, the data values are added into a successor county, and the values needing suppression are replaced with a "-1".  The suppressed counties and successor counties for 2008 are documented below.  The data that were affected are marked with an "X" in the appropriate column.  

Suppressed

Successor

All Data
Wage &
Div.  Int.


Counties       
Counties

Items   
Salary 
Inc.  Inc.

FIPS 
Name

FIPS  Name                       

15005 Kalawao
15009 Maui     
X

48261 Kenedy
48215 Hidalgo
                

X         


48301 Loving
48475 Ward
                   

X         


E.  Record Layout
	STARTING POSITION
	FIELD DESCRIPTION
	LENGTH
	TYPE
	VALUE/LINE REFERENCE

	1
	State FIPS Code
	2
	Character
	01-56

	4
	County FIPS Code
	3
	Character
	000 = State Record, Valid Range = 001 - 840

	8
	State Postal Code
	2
	Character
	Two-digit state abbreviation code

	11
	County Name
	32
	Character
	 

	44
	Number of returns
	12
	Numeric
	 

	56
	Number of exemptions
	12
	Numeric
	 

	68
	Adjusted gross income
	12
	Numeric
	1040:37 

	80
	Wages and Salaries
	12
	Numeric
	1040:7 

	92
	Dividends before exclusion
	12
	Numeric
	1040:9a 

	104
	Interest received, including taxable and non-taxable interest income
	12
	Numeric
	1040:8a and 8b


F.  Geographic Codes List

A complete list of U.S., Region and Division Codes, and the State and County Federal Information Processing System (FIPS) Codes are located at: 

http://www.census.gov/popest/geographic/codes02.html
Please note that the FIPS coding system has been superseded by the American National Standards Institute Codes or ANSI code system.  However, the State and County codes are unchanged.  Further information is available on the following Census web site: 
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/ansi/ansi.html 
Or at the ANSI web site: 
http://www.ansi.org/default.aspx
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