
Statistics of Income
SOI Advisory Panel Meeting 
June 13, 2014

9:30 Welcome   Rosemary Marcuss, RAS

9:45 SOI: Achievements and New Directions   Barry Johnson, SOI

Individual Income Tax Program
10:00 A New Design for the SOI Individual Income Tax Sample   John Czajka, Mathematica

  Janet McCubbin, OTA

10:25 Discussion Question:  
● What additional uses of the individual income tax return sample 
should SOI consider as we evaluate the sample design?

  Panel

10:45 Break

11:00 AEI Plans For a Public-facing Tax Calculator   Dan Feenberg, National  
  Bureau of Economic Research

11:15 Balancing Utility and Privacy: Proposed changes for the Individual 
Income Tax Public-Use File (PUF)

  Jim Nunns, The Urban Institute

11:30 Discussion questions:   
● How will the proposed changes affect research uses of the PUF?  
● Are there alternatives that would provide greater protection and 
utility?   
● Will the availability of new tools like the AEI tool change the 
research community’s use of the PUF?

  Panel

12:00 Lunch

Business Taxes
1:15 New Directions for the Corporate Sample:  Connecting Complex  

Business Entities 
  John Czajka, Mathematica 
  Ralph Rector, OTA
  John Guyton, RAS
  Arthur Kennickell, Federal 
  Reserve Board

Discussion questions:   
● Are there practical challenges or considerations that we need to 
understand when trying to study business entities using tax return 
data?   
● What statistical products would you like to see grow out of this 
effort?

  Panel

2:45 Break
3:00 Collaborating with SOI Staff on Research Using Corporate Data   George Plesko, University of 

  Connecticut

3:30 Evaluating the Readability of Tax Instructions Written for 
Individuals and Small Businesses

  Robert Strauss, Carnegie 
  Mellon University

4:00 Final comments   Panel

4:15 End meeting


