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ESTATE TAX RETURNS STUDY
Scope of Study

The accompanying tables show the following data, including cross-
classifications, on the estate tax returns which were numbered accord-
ing to the 1959 numbering chart:

(1) The number of months elapsed between date of death and
date of filing in the district office;

(2) The number of days elapsed between the date of filing
in the district office and the date of receipt in the
Statistics Division;

(3) The number of returns filed in each month;

(4) The number of days elapsed between the date of receipt
in the Statisties Division and the date returned by
the Statisties Division to the district office.

Charts are also presented to illustrate features of the tables.



Chart 1.—ESTATE TAX RETURNS—MONTHS ELAPSED BETWEEN DEATH AND FILING OF RETURN, PERCENT OF RETURNS
BY NUMBER OF MONTHS, U. S. TOTAL AND REGICNS
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NOTE: Study consists of all estate tax returns numbered according to the 1953 numbering chart.

TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DEATH AND FILING (table 1)

On a nationwide basis, 88.6 percent of the returns blocked in 1959 were
filed within 15 months of date of death, the legal time limit. Of the re-
turns filed within the legal time period, 53.2 percent were filed in the
13th, 14th, and 15th months. (Chart 1)

The legal filing time compliance rates in all of the regions closely
approximated 90 percent, save one, New York, which was 84.9 percent. All
of the districts in the New York Region were below the national rate,
especially Brooklyn, where a large number of estate tax returns were filed.

The districts that experienced the highest and lowest legal filing time
compliance rates were Denver, 95.3 percent, and Reno, 81.1 percent. Of 143
returns that were filed more than 10 years after date of death, the Office
of International Operations had 103,




Table 1.—DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE TAX RETURKS, FOEM 706 (1959), BY TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DATE OF DEATH AND DATE RETURN WAS RECEIVED IN THE
DISTRICT OFFICE, BY REGION AND DISTRICT

Time elapsed (Months)

15 months or less ] Time
Region and District rli?z:ins : 121 op| ROt
¥ Total 3 or 16-18 |19-21 |22-24 |25-30 |31-36 | 37-60 |61-120 com-
46 | 7-9 |10-12 |13-15 ! more |put-
Murber | Percent| 1688 | able
(1) (2) (3) W ] ® | 0| 8 | (9 [@o) {1 [(a2) |43 | (14) | (15) [(8) | Q7
[
Torall s e 59,799 | 52,995| 88.6| 2,256 | 5,897 8,131 | 8,534 28,177 3,013 1,398 s22| eo7| 38| 501| 267| 143 25
| | |
Atlanta ... e 4,904| 4,204 &r.6| 154| 253| 425| 644)2,818) 356 e 41 22i|k5 54 9 3|
Boston .. wo| 4;002) 2,581 89.5 40 86| 257| 448| 2,750| 185 91| 40 46 11|s 24| 2 3| =
Chicago ... | 7am| eem| 1.9 198| 19| 938|1,208) 3,909 208 06| 49 48 ay|t aal i As 4| =3
Cincinnati | 638s| s,eon| ovo.8| 272 745|1,004| 1,118 2,652| 275 g5l 45 62 1 s41 PO 1| 2
Dallas oo | a3les1| 3ise| 90.9| 336 60| 23| 442 1,668 10| 74| 29 31 15 17| 12 2 -
New York City .. 7421| 6,208 84.0| 300| 87| 912 895 3,344} 466| 303 72 86 37 87 62 71 1
Qmaba it i 7,760| 6,932| 89.3 >a0l 932|1,38|1,341| 2,998| 390| 157| 43 sl sa|l. e8] 36 EN 2
Philadelphia ... | 7i452| e,762| 90.7| 21| ed0| 87| 896 4,158 356| 142] 49 54 2515 agl- o1 4l 1
San Francisco ....... | §'70s| 7i826| @v.0| 273 59| 1,628| 1,390 3,676 385 231 90 95 49| 69| 26 | A R T
Atlanta Region: i l | : |
At1anta .ovoeaersanes 603 533 88.4 17 25 b 47 400 43 13| 3 2 2| 4| -
Birmingham ........- 5 425 387| 91.1 7 19 49 44 268 251 71 2 2 = - 2 -
Columbia .. .- - : 333 304 91.3 5 18 40 st 187 @ 17| 34 2 4 2 1 3 £
Greenshoro .. - 746 627| 84.0 14 21 36 68| 488 69| 27| 6 7 3 5| 2! =
Jackson ...--- 285 258 90.5 3 15 54 s 1: 14 2| 2 3 2 k1| 1y -1
Jacksonville ... 1,942| 1,679| 86.5 93| 125| 153| 269|1,039} 152 s4| 18 18 12 51 3 £
Nashville ... . 570 506| B88.8 9 30 49| 113| 305 36 7| 7 5 1 71 1] -
Boston Region: | | ] |
AUgUSER .ournnanns 329 299|  90.9 5 15 37 53| 189 14 9| 5 1 = - - 1
BOBLOR «.eovunnass-e-| 1,826| 1,640| 89.8 16 24 68| 150 1,382 83 <L ) 26 3 of 11| 1
Burlington ......... : 125 104, 83.2 3 5 16 21 59 12 1| - 4 -1 1 3 =
Hartford ........ 1,146| 1,010 8B.1 5 15 a7| 1e4| 729 50 8| 18 14 5 6| 51 |
Portemouth .. ..... 256| 235] 91.8 5 8 ol il aesiE Eas 6| = = 1 5 z ‘ 1
Providence ...... A 320 293| 9l.6 & 19 32 39| 197 13 2| - 1 2 7‘ 2 =
Chicago Region: | | | !
Chicago - - .| 3,006| 2,726 90.7 99| =203, =278| 428|1,718| 163 38| 20 19 17 17| 5| 1|
Detroit «-eses 1,518 1,374 90.5 42| 122| . 170| 196| 844 0| 30| 10 15 | 8 15| 5| |
Tilgankes oo eee | 13438 “X;3401 " 9372 23| 19| =s2| =251| 88| 38 25 ) | e 5 5| 4| 1
Springfield -....e--- | 1,519] 1,430| 94.1 32 og| =208 333] 759 47 Eh e Tl 3 7| 7| %) 1!
Cincinnati Region: | | I | | ! 1 ‘ |
Cincinnatl vvecvsiras 822 75| 94.3 26 92| 39| 138| 380 22 74 3 8 2| 5 - -1
Cleveland ...........| 1,120| 1,007| ~89.9 39| 106| 163| 158 541 50 20 | 7 11 7| 13| 51 &
Columbus ,....... 526 46| 90.5 16 68 67| 108| =219 23 13 5 4 3| 3 2| -
Indianapolis ........| 1,477| 1,332| 90.2 70| 176| 2% 306) 524 72 =13 11 sl T gl 1|
Louisville .... 674 619 91.8 39| 113 155 93| 219 28l 11 2 5 - 21 1| =
Parkersburg .. .. 2 309 279 90.3 5 11} 30 63 170 1 & 21 4 2. 3 1] -
Richmond ......... 939 833 88.7 47| 100] 103| 169| 4l4 a8 15 El 18 | 14 2 -
Toledo s e 519 480| 92.5 0 79| 101 85| 185 28 4 3 1 2| 1] 2 =
Dallas Region: | I | ] | | el ! !
Albuguerque ,........ 145 118| 8L.4 3 7| =n24 68 15| 5 3 1 = 2| 1 -
Mhetine ... 1 114 1,038 90| w00f 17" 123 524 53! 24 & 6 6 & 1 1
R ] T G TROCT [ TN R Tk e 1P B 515 Wi 24 3 9 4| 3 5| St
Little Rock ... .eu.t 296 262| 88.5 15 27 67 119 19| 1 5| 6| 1} 1] 1|
New Orleans ........ 520 478 91.9 3 73| 65 253 23| 101 2 5| - 2| - -
Oklahoma City .. 689 629| 91.3 64| 150| 118 189 0| 10 4 4 4| 3! 4 : 1!
e | | | i
Albany .... 687 591 8.0 37 87| 118 99| 2521 46| 15 9| 3 41 6| 7| -
Brooklyn ......eoeaee 2,338| 1,909 BL.7 ‘ 113 208| 2m| 290 937} 147} 131 zel &3 1s| 9] 23} 2!
BULTEY0 .. 2sssmonas | 1,095 956| 87.3 45| 158] 181| 124} 448 s3l 3| 10| 15 &l 9l 1
Lower Manbattan ..... 234 203| 86.8 | R T tiget ] 28, 118 16 | 8l 1| 1 - 2| 2| |
Syracuse ......... 676 585 86.5 35 | 110( 106 90| 244 43 . AT 7 8 3| 51 g| -
Upper Manhattan .....| 2,391| 2,054  85.9 g6l 1701 209! 264 1,345| 161 98| 16 10 ¢ Y R B 4
. Omaha Region: | | I | | | i |
Aberdeen ........-.- 3 279 251 90.0 10 eei 53 51i 7 8, 41 2 3! 41 3| 3| 1
Choyenbas o iases 09| 96| 83l 1| 10| as| 22| 4 4 1]l 2‘ Py Pl e |
Denver ,,..... o 614 585, 95.3 50 96| 110 Bhl 245 13| 5| 1! 4 3! 1| = -1
Des Moines . ....... 2,010| 1,763| 87.7 61| =280| 00| 415} 507 124 49/ nilepalc 12| 18| 9| 6!
Fargo ...... £ 178 153| 86.0 Biky 533 42 a5 ag aaldl] 6 -1 2 = 3| - -
Kanses City. 474 420 88.6 B 35 79| 282 s3| " 12 z.| 3 4| Bl .= =i
Gmabato o T 920 gas| 91.1 27| 123) 17| 144 373 40| 9! 54 54 7| 4| 10} 2|
St imouin: i 769 698| 90.8 16 ok =233 gp | sl oA 13 1 6 2| 7| L -
St, Paul ... : 1,354 1,178| 86.9 20| 186| =200| =200f 4m|. 7 37| 14[ 21 ‘ 11 14 9l |
Wichita .. i | 1,053 952| 90.4 66| 10e| 128| 229] 423 s1| 2 41 71 3 8 4 =
Philadelphia Region: | | | | | |
Baltimore ..... =i 1,262| 1,117| B88.5 30 63| 131| 165 728 78| - 31| 10| 13 | 2 7 3| 1|
Camden ...... e £99 649| 92.8 45| 103 90| 103} 308 18 9| 6! 51 3 7 2| -
Newark .......- 1,770 1,630 92.1 85| 264| =263| 237] 78l ) 2 8 w12 L -
‘Philadelphia 2,119 1,%47| 91.9 49| 138| 18| =232 1,342 771 38| 14 20 | 5| 6 10| 2
Pittsburgh.... 1,043 939| 90.0 16 L 91| 112 &7 60| 23| 8 3| 2 5 2 1
Seranton .. .- 405 354  B7.A 10 22 59 3 232 33 11 | 3 1] 1] 1 1 -1
Wilmington ..... s 154 126| 81.8 3 6 7 16‘ 91 16\ 6 = 2 \ 1 = 2| g
San Francisco Region: ! | | |
BOL6E «ivsnnens S 184 169| 91.8 4 27 42 37| 59| 6| 3 3l 1 1| = 1] -
Halamas) s 36| 283 8.2 pllE MR e i e 4I 6 2fs 3 7 e
HoBOTHLUS « e vy a7 ap| 82.5 5 g 16 1 47 7 2 4| 3 -1 N 1 -
Los Angeles........-| 3,520 3,140 89.2 65| M4l e3s| sesl1,586| 155] 102 424 39 )23 6/ 2!
PHOONIZT «osvrerras-ss 284 246  B6.6 4 18 46 33| 145 12 13 2 2 3| & - -
Fortland....... 515 451 87.6 34 541 108 731 182 19 12 3 3 74 1 2| -1 17
e AR S 74 60| &1l 2 1 7 6 34 5 5 T 2 - 1 - -1
Salt Lake Cit¥..-... 146 123 84.2 12 20 25 26 40 1 4 - 4 A| 4 - -1
San Franeiseo.......| 2,797| 2,483| 88.8 a2| 21| 22| 4spf1,157| 129 75 23 29 19| 2 12] 51
Seattle...... S 843 791| 93.8 a1 18| 54| 13| 3 17 3 g & & 9 - |
Of of Internat'l Oper.| 1,656| 1,050 63.4| 1e4| 306| 224] 152 204 112 24 65 73 49\ 75 45| 103|

1Ineludes Office of International Operations.



Chart 2.—ESTATE TAX RETURNS—CUMULATIVE PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER OF RETURNS BY NUMBER OF DAYS ELAPSED
BETWEEN DATE OF FILING AND DATE OF RECEIPT IN STATISTICS DIVISION
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NOTE: Study consists of all estate tax returns numbered according to the 1939 mmbering chart.

TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN FILING AND RECEIPT IN STATISTICS DIVISION (table 2)

Twenty-five percent of all the returns were received in the Statistics
Division within 30 days of filing, 50 percent within 43 days, 75 percent
within 60 days, and 90 percent within 83 days. (Chart 2) Slightly less
than 1 percent (0.9 percent) were received later than 6 months after fil-
ing, some of these over a year later.

The rates at which the Statistics Division received returns from the
respective districts within 45 days of filing varied very widely, from
4.9 percent for Portland to 97.7 percent for Portsmouth. Two-thirds of
the districts sent more than 50 percent of their returns within 45 days
of filing, and nearly half of the districts sent more than 70 percent.
From the Chicago district, which had the second highest number of estate
tax returns of all districts, only 5.5 percent were received in the
Statistics Division within 45 days of filing. Out of 45 returns received
from all districts from 301 to 360 days after the filing date, 30 came
from the Chicago district.




Table 2.—DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE TAX RETURNS, FORM 706 (1959), BY TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DATE OF RECEIPT OF RETUAN IN DISTRICT OFFIGE AND DATE OF
RECEIFT IN STATISTICS DIVISION, AND BY REGION AND DISTAICT

] Time elapsed {Days)
I - Total 4g1 | Time
fisglon and District ; 5 0r|., - e . 1og(32l- 151~ |181- | 211~ [241- |271~ |300- |33a- |62
FEUTNS | ese [16-%0 | 31-45 |46-60 |61-75 | 76-90 |91-120 150 (180 (220 |240 (270 |300 |3m0 %0 o8
1
{1) (2) (3} [4) (5) (6} {7 (8) [ (9 | o) (1) 12) | | @) | 2s) ey [ am | {18)
] - T T T
Totaldozammrng 59,799 | 2,164 |12,480 | 18,104 [11,971 (7,272 |3,614 |2,540 | 782 | 304 | 155 | 83| s0| 20| 38 | g6 | 1 2

Atlanta...... ceeeas | 4,904 | 158 | 1,761 | 1,986 705 | 202 61 39 6 1 3 5 - - 2| - 2 -

Boston. . S T 627 | 1,137 986 | e62 | 313 a8 E 4 2 1 =t 1 = . 5 -

CHicago. .. | TsLL 6| ee6 | 1,364 | 1,772 |1,589 | 829 [ %6 | 262 | 17| s | 7| 5| 1| 10| 20 | 10| =

Cincinnati. | 6,386 | 225 | 1,481 | 2,671 | 1,238 | 451 | 181 87 | 28| 11! 7 7 5 1 3] -| 10! &

Dallasciviis.s e 3,941 7L | 1,194 | 1,533 697 | 200 | 93 9 | 28| 10 3 2 2 1 - -| 8| =

New York City......... 7,421 | 381 973 | 2,067 | 1,961 (1,40 | 510 | 279 | o4 | 11| - = 1 E 1 -3 -

Omaha. ..., .... seeeee| 7,760 234 | 1,953 2,326 | 1,676 | 942 | 458 | 208 | 41| 17 = 1 1 1 2 1 5

Philadelphia... .| 7,452 ‘ 267 | 2,127 | 2,553 | 1,306 | &75 | 305 | 131 | 24| 14 7| 10| 17 5 3 2 & =

San Francisco......... 8,796 | 183 ‘ 1,347 | 2,343 | 1,578 ‘1,352 820 | 793 | 220 | 60| 46| 19 7 4 1 | - 13| _

! . ]

Atlanta Region: |
Atlanta.......... ot 603 3L 316 179 19| 21| 14 19 - - - - - - - - 1 -
Birmingham. .. o 425 & 78 194 551 a3 2 2 - | = | - = - - = - - =
Columbia...... - 333 & 70 104 73 45 22 8 3 1 B = = o Lo- = -
Greensboro........ -y Tie 3l 295 329 73 17 - - ‘ 1 - - - - - - - -
JBEkSOm it eaiiaii, 285 1 57 142 79 3 = a5 [T L S = S - - = -
Jacksonville........ | 1,942 54 674 771 328 83 21 8 2| = E & - = 1 N
Nashville....... 570 31 271 247 16 1 2 1 - =1 = _ u = 1 2 - 2

Boston Region: | i |
AugUStE.L ... i 329 21 122 130 45 7 2 = 1 ol 2 = Z - -] a2 -
T 1,826 4 104 580 580 | 355 | 180 13 6 | 2| - 1 2 N - - 1 -
Burlington...... 125 51 55 14 5 - - - - -1 - ‘ - - - - - - -
Hartford.... 1,146 6| H2| 25| 305| 297 wm| 2| 1| 2| | | | | | : {2l z
Fortsmouth .. cee| 28| 103 114 33 4 - - =1 - = - -] - ] - I 1 -
Providence .......... 320 35 120 i 115 47 3 - - - - - ‘ - - - - - ‘ - | -

Chicago Region: |
ChiCBRO +x v esvunsnsn, 3,006 1 13 152 555 | 8€0 | 529 | 494 | 207 | 88| 53, 17 2 1w 20| 4 =
Detroitse,...... vees | 1,518 1 9 353 458 | 304 | 191 | 113| 38| 22 | 4 ] -l 3 - - 2 -
Milwaukee........... | 1,438 | - 76 233 511 | 4031 107 g9 | 17 e - = = | 2 -
Springfield..,...... 1,519 64 548 626 248 22 2 - - 7 = ‘ -1 - = " & 2 =

Cincinnati Region: | ! |
Cincinnati..,....... 822 15 129 270 198 6 46 3| 14 6| 5! s % = 2 i3 2| -
Cleveland ..... 1,120 64 384 436 197 ‘ 18 13 1 & 2 - —| - = = ‘ 1 =2
Columbus +aa... . 526 2 51 138 1 150 39 g - = 1 ‘ 1 1 - - -1 1 -
Indianapelis .. L4797 13| 292| oo 11| x| 13 L | - I = - = = A .
Louisville.. &74 78 255 213 &7 a4 14 5 5 1| =] = 1 33 | - - =
Farkersburg . 09| 26 113 105 46 11 3 F ) IS I R [ - - - - 1 =
Richmond ... ......... 99| 1l 195 385 280 58 | 7 - - - | = - - - 3 | -
/-1 [ 519 16 g2 154 135 73| 40 w7 2 = = z < = | = = -

Dallas Region: | | i
Albuguerque......... 145 = & 24 z7 27 23 28 | 5 41 1 | = - - . = =
Austin, .. ..... vieses | 1,14 3| 312 405 238 | 1 33 221 10 ‘ 3 3 - | - 1 - - 3| -
Dallas........c...,. 1,150 6 346 564 | za2 E 1 1| 1 e T - = | - - - 1] -
Little Rock......... 295[ 3 28 101 7% 40 18 ¥ 11 3 1 =l z ~ ‘ = = 2 =
New Orleans.,........ 520 | 57 311 1350 1 - Z 2 1 [ - 2 ‘ 1l 1| - - = 1| =
Oklahoma City....... 589 | 2 191 304 125 24 13 23 = e 1 1 2 Ep OE| 3 1! -

New York City Region: | | | |
Albany.............. 687 4 124 250 244 55 & = = 2 = - ‘ - - - - =
Brooklyn... 2,338 5| 221 849 €17 | 52! 25 66 | =] 1 -l - - - - - 2 -
Buffalo... cer | Loos| 71| s3e|  1ev 16 = 1 2 1] I - [ =) I =) =3 2] = -
Lower Manhattan...., 23 1 | 26 103 50 29 4 5 oe| - - - - | - 5 = = o
Syracuse............ 676 - | 35 155 177 | 104 71 8 | 42 7 o M 5 - - o 1 =
Upper Manhattan..... | 2,391 2 3l s43( 87| eoo| 203 10| 45| 1 - ‘ o e D T -

Omsha Region; | | | |
Aberdeen.......... BE 279 59 127 79 13 1 < = o ] - - - - - " .
Cheyenne .. | 109 4 21 21 15 s s ‘ &) a2 x| & 2 L) 2| 2] 2 =
Denver .. ... 614 50 374 133 4 gl 1 - - < = | " E ’ E 2 1 i 2
Des Moines, 2,010 7 322 649 557 | 255| 105 74| 25 10 1 -1 = 2 L 2 -
Fargo........ 178 23 50 41 33 10 6 8 61 1| = - - - - - - -
Kansas City.. it 474 & 9% 166 131 57{ 12 1 - 4 = 1o~ -] - ~ _ _
Omaha ... ..uuinun.n., 920 49 402 333 67 18 = - 1, - " = -] 1 & Z 1 &
St. Louis........... 769 7 76 239 198 39 &7 78 3 - - - mll o | 5 = 2 -
St. Paul............| 1,354 - 00| 294 9| sz a1 us - Si|E o E 2 A - = = =
Wichita..... - 1,053 23 185 | 319 299 178 | 42 1 - = - - =4 = - = - -

Philadelphia Region: | | | |
Baltimore -v.-... veen | 1,262 74 723 | 388 | 45 12‘ 12 | 5 = =l =] = - = [ - 3 -
Camden s.erriasns 699 34 2120 259 | 110 35 3 14 2 1, - 1 = = - Z = -
FEWATK +vvvvrnnrnns .| 1,70 12 460 918 | 242 71 39 wiowop - - woll = - S 1 2
Philadelphia . R - ot 1 40 492 77| sie| 210 72 “ 5 1 1 - - - - & =
Pittsburgh... | 1,043 105 560 338 28 1 N = 2 = = = = = - -2 -
Seranton .. .. - 405 38| 108 142 90, 23 3 1 -1 - - < = - - Z -
Wilmington....... i 154 3] 15 16 14 17 10 22 8| | 6| =8| w| 5 F| 2 2 5

San Francisco Region: ‘ | | | | | |
e T S 184 6/ 42 53 38 22 14 5 3 2 - - 1 - = - - -
Helena . 336 26 79 83 40 33 25 39 Bl 2 1 - = = - = =
Honolulu.... . o7 & 20 a7 15 5 = 4 ra ;.| - - - <] _ : - = =
Los Angeles... .| 3,520 - 24 594 825 931 39| 98| o8| 38| 33 1 S - 4 =
Fhoenix....... o 284 1 85 113 45 18 4 3 2 1 1 | = = = : = | 1] -
Portland.c.-rve.... 515 o = 25 71 76 86| 200| 55| 1 v - = -J - 1 -
P D e 74 A 7 22 13 g 41w 1) 1 - - < 1 Z| I 3] =
Salt Lake City:..... 1 1 9 22 19 19 14 29| 12 5 5 3 i 4% 3 - = 1 5
San Francisco 2,797 110 810 961 399 232| 126| 01| 38 a6 1 1 h - - 3 "
Seattle..... 843 8 251 423 113 £ 8 - - 1 - 1| = & - = = | =

Of: of Internat'l Oper.| 1 .g56| 379 551 144 52 29 4| 103| 73| se| 29 26[ 12 6] 2| 43| 72 -

lncludes 0ffice of International Operations.



Chart 3.—ESTATE TAX RETURNS—TIME ELAPSED FROM FILING TO RECEIPT IN STATISTICS DIVISION
BY TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DEATH AND FILING
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TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN FILING AND RECEIPT IN STATISTICS DIVISION IN RELATION
TO TIME ELAPSED FROM DEATH TO FILING (table 3)

The number of months that elapsed between date of death and date of
filing seems to have had relatively small effect on the time that the
districts held returns before shipping them to the Statistics Division.
0f the returns filed within 15 months after death, the Statistics Division
received 55.2 percent within 45 days of filing, 38.3 percent from 46 to
90 days, and 6.5 percent later than 90 days. Of the returns filed later
than 15 months after death, the Statistics Division received 51.3 percent
within 45 days of filing, 37.4 percent from 46 to 90 days, and 11.3 per-
cent later than 90 days. (Chart 3)

MONTH OF YEAR IN WHICH RETURNS WERE FILED AND TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DEATH
AND FILING (table 4)

While, in general, fewer returns were filed in the winter months than
in other months, no month (or months) can be singled out as having an un-
usally high or low number of filings relative to the other months. The
average number of returns filed monthly in 1959 was roughly 4,900, and
while the total reported for December (3,712) varied substantially from
the average, it is likely that there were actually more than this number
filed in December, the additional number having been blocked in the next
year by district offices.

There seems to be no significant relationship between the number of
months elapsed from date of death to date of filing and the month of the*
year in which the returns were filed. Approximately the same percentage
of returns were filed within 15 months of death in each month of the year.

o 2



Table 3. —DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE TAX RETURNS, FORM 706 (1959),
OFFICE, AND BY TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DATE OF RECEIPT IN

BY TIME ELAPSED EETWEEN DATE OF DEATH AND DATE RETURN WAS RECEIVED IN DISTRICT
DISTRICT OFFICE AND DATE OF RECEIPT IN STATISTICS DIVISION, FOR THE U.S. TOTAL

Time elapsed between

Time elapsed (Days) between date of receipt in distriet office and date of receipt in"S

tatistics Division

date of death and Total Time
date received in = B 36l |
: ret 15 or . 121- | 151- | 181~ | 211~ | 241- | 271- | 301~ 331 not
P returns| A i = o 2
district office less | 26-30 [ 31-45 | 46-60 | 61-75 | 76-90 |51 120 150 | 180 |210 |240 | 270 |300 | 330 | 360 Oe_:’r::r comput=
(Months) able
@ lalalwlelelole] ol ool o]
=
Totaleaeissssass | 59,799 2,164 | 12,480 | 18,104 | 11,971 7,272 | 3,614 | 2,540 | 784 | 304 | 155 a3 50 20 56 66 134 2
3or lesSiaiiiinnana.. | 2,25 a9 532 693 384 205 11z 105 39 18 11 1 & 3 6 3 39 -
Gbui i va e, 5,897 295 | 1,334 | 1,802 | 1,077 641 327 275 80 3z 8 13 4 3 6 ]Oll 10 -
Vel PP 8,131 3221 1,71 | 2,433 | 1,597 952 504 363 | 136 38 15 9 1 it & va 8|
10-12..... 8,534 282 | 1,794 | 2,607 | 1,728 1,028 536 358 93 e 24 1l 11 1 5 5 ' 74l -
13-15. . it 28,177 8701 5,767 | 8,721 5,869 | 3,673 | 1,667 | 1,035 298 | 115 6l 24 11 ) 19 15_ 26 | -
3,013 105 609 873 595 329 211 166 56 19 | 9 |[ 7. & - 2] 1z I 12 l -
1,398 50 254 385 289 172 9T 86| 33 10! 6 | 2 3 & - 210 Si =
522 20! a9 153 87 56 37 45 | 8 -3 g 2 2 - 1L 2 | 3 -
607 34 1lls 142 123 73 40 L . ] 3| 3 4 3 - 2 3| 5 -
=36 v e s 328 18 S5 81 =] 35 19 19I 6 11 | 2 5] - 1 2 1 & -
| |
B R iR 229 AL, 53 &7 33 16 20 6! 1n 25 | 2 3 2 - 1 1l 2 -
A B T . 114 g 24 23 a Ly 27 2 7 2 -| 1 1 - - 1 —I i -
49-54, ., s i 93 6 10 28 28 JEE] o 34 2 1] P - - - - = - -
SB260.. . S 65 6 E 16 16 3 & 3| 55 1 2 = mnlE sl e e R s o =
BL=B6, o's wuisa s nuis s e s &7 2 18 13 10 11 6 3 ak 2 1 - - - -! - -
8772, e vniavneiianien 36 2 8 11 4 3 3 3 [ - x ik - = = Sy =
e o S A 42 2 5 12 8 8 2 21 - - al - it = 1 - = =
Fi e e R .. 33 2 9 4 & 7 3 i 1 1 - - - - - - 1 =
B5=90., . e o 21 - 5 é & “ - 2 - - - = - = - = = =
D)= TR et v 20 3 4 8 ) 2 - - - - - - - = - - e
97=102 R 17 ik 4 4 3 = - = 3 3 = = = = = E 1 =
103208 e s 12 2 1 - 2 2 1l =5 - - - - = - 1 = = =
109-114. ., 14 it 2 3 4 2 1 - - - - - - - - - 1 =
5 1 1 2 1 - - - - - - - - = = = = Al
6 - 2 2 - - s - - - - - - - - 1t - =
LT s 9 - 1 2 2 1 1 1 - - - - = - - T = =
1k I e S 6 gL 2 ; 1 1 - - - - . = - - = 3 - -
bl Bl s o et P 122 36 27 12 10 6 5 7 1 3 3 1 2 2 1 2 4 -
Hot computeble........ 25 - 2 2 8 ] [ 3 - - = B = = = = = 2

Table 4.—DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE TAX RETURNS, FORM 706 (1959), BY MONTH RECEIVED IN THE
AND DATE THE RETURN WAS RECEIVED IN THE DISTRICT QFFIC

DISTRICT OFFICE, BY TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DATE OF DEATH
Z, POR THE U.S. TOTAL

Time elapsed (Months)

Time
Month of receipi in | Total 15 months or less 121 J not,
district office |returns tal 16-18 | 19-21 | 22-24 | 25-30 | 31-36 | 37-60 | 61-120| or Com-
Pl Tots 390 | se | 79 |20-12{13-15 5 . more | put-
Number |Percent| 1&ss | |_able
Wl@lolTwlelEelol®] elalal o el | as) Tae) | 17)
| |
Total......ouee. 59,799 152,995 (  88.6 | 2,256 | 5,897 | 8,131 | 8,534 8,177 | 3013 |1,308  s22| 07| 328 s01| 267 143! 25
Before October 1958... 36172 %32 fibiwr B Gla s wild galoe g 1} = 1 2 ‘ silee ol 2
i | |
October 1958. ... 19 15| 78.9 5 - =Y s 6| 1 1 | z 1 - - - 1 -
November 195@.. : 65 57| Vs | ) g PR e 2 2| 1 2| =i = = 1] =
December 1958, ...... ol L294f 1,025| 85.8| 46| 11| 175 17| s17 72 3oal & 2 13| 10| 19| 7 2| =
| I
Jenuary 195%..,,...... 4,669 | 4,222| 90.4| 134| 96| s78| e7s 2,433' 195 1os| 37 35 19 23[ 2l =
February 1959. .., 44661 3,979 89.1| 170 377| 22| e28|z.082| 221 50| 38 49 28 5= gl g 1
March 1959, 2,092 4,531 8.0| 153| 467| 35| e97|2.5m| 250| 108 45 49 3z At =
April 1959.,..... sreee | 50800 4,533 89.2 178 477) 628| e98]2,5% | 245| 101 53 52 n 35i al 1z z
May 1939..c...oeviiin | 5,248 | 4,655 | 887 | 197 | 27| 7| om0 2,376 | 261| 114 39 59 26 SEfran{E o 2
June 1959, ..cvuininn | 5,400 4,777 88.5| 234 | ses| wa| s 2,461 207| 117| a4 55 24 42 22| 18 4
July 1959...0v..onn | 5,420 4,761 87.8| 200| 38| aoe| am 2,411 338 114 43 49 2Bl oy 7
Avgust 1939...uovvnnn | 4,815 | 4,206 g7e| 175 | 18| mes | eeg 2,096 22| 13| 49 51 30( 45 B3| 12 3
| !
September 1959........| 4,707| 4,270| @s.6| 192 60| ol em 2,125| 249 133 32 41 22 Sl =
Qctober 1959..........| 5,139| 4,537| &8.3| 190| s00| ea| 970 2,354 23| 17| 44 59 26 ST =
November 1000 e i |ERST00) 135 | REgS0) | Fibioilen 4nvt skl wesTis hoall Sois us 42 50 CEH R e e 5
December 1959......... H7A2| 3,313| #9.3| 130| 42| 502 514|1.825| 173 a 39 41| 19 30 mi é =
January 1960.......... 23 21| 91,3 S 1 1 3 16 1 1 = -| = - = = =
February 1960. 8 [ 75.0 - = 2 - L 2 = -| - -| = _| e =




Chart 4.—ESTATE TAX RETURNS—FERCENT OF TOTAL RETURNS RECEIVED BY STATISTICS DIVISION WITHIN
45 DAYS AND WITHIN 90 DAYS OF FILING, BY TIME OF YEAR FILED

Received within N Received within
45 daye N days

Percent of returns

60

40

20

HOTE:

1958 JAN.-MAR.
{Mostly December) 1959

Study consists of all estate tax returns numbered according to the 1959 numbering chart.

RETURNS FILED BY MONTH IN RELATION TO TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN FILING AND
RECEIPT IN STATISTICS DIVISION (table 5)

The month of the year in which the district offices received and blocked
returns in 1959 appears to have played a relatively small role in the amount
of time the district offices held them before shipping them to the Statistics
Division. Of the returns filed during the first half of 1959, the Statistics
Division received 52.7 percent within 45 days of filing. Of the returns
filed during the second half of 1959, 58.4 percent were received within 45
days of filing. With regard to quarters of the year, a high of 60.7 percent
of the returns filed and blocked in the last quarter of 1959 were received by
the Statistics Division within 45 days, and a low of 51.8 percent for returns
in the second quarter. (Chart 4) With regard to months in which the returns
were filed and blocked, the Statistics Division received the lowest percent-
ages within 45 days for returns filed during February, 47.3 percent, and
April 49.9 percent. The percentages for the other months ranged between 53
and 59 percent, with the exception of December. Of the returns filed and
blocked in December, the Statistics Division received 73.6 percent within
45 days—however, if one takes into consideration the likely substantial
number of returns filed in December but not blocked until the next year (as
was the case in December of 1958, as described below), then the percentage
for December would fall into the range of most of the other months.

There were 1,316 returns blocked in 1959 that were actually filed in
1958, mostly in December. These returns showed a marked delay in reaching
the Statistics Division; only 21.4 percent were received within 45 days of
filing, and only 79 percent within 90 days. (Chart 4)




Table 5.—DISTRIBUTION OF EST,
IN THE DI

ATE TAX RETURNS, FORM 706 (1959), BY MONTH RECEIVED IN THE DISTRICT OFFICE, BY TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN DATE RECEIVED
STRICT OFFICE AND DATE RECEIVED IN THE STATISTICS DIVISION, FOR THE U.S5. TOTAL

Time elspsed (Days)

Month of receipt in | Totel . S61 Tine
distriet office returnz| 15 or : . _1a0|181= | 151~ | 181~ | 211~ 241- | 271= | 301~ | 331~ not

Togs | 16-30 | 31453 46-60 | 61-75| 76-90 [91-120| 150" | Tag | 21p |240 | 270 | 300 | 330 | 360 f‘nd Wi

| over | te

(1) (2) | (3 () (5) ) | (7 | f8) | (o) |oy| a1y (x2)f (13)) (a4) | (35)| (16} | (17) | (18)
TOLAL,y eevnennne .| 59,799 2,164 | 12,480 18,104 | 13,971 | 7,272 | 3,614 | 2,540| 784| 304| 155 83] 50| 20 56' 66| 134 z
Before October 1958.... 38 - - - - - - - 1 < 1 2 2 1 e _ 31 z
tober 1958 . v vnmmsss 19 - - - - - - 2 3 2 3 2 2 - - 3 -
November 1958.. &5 - - - - 7 8 16 19 1 5 1 - - - 2 & -
December 1958.......00.| 1,194 - - 282 273 313 158 Th 34 30 3 2 2 1 2 - 20 -
January 195%...ueasenn.| 4,669 71 860 1,697 1,098 400 178 188 a5 22 ki 7 L 3 5 5 39 -
4,466 &8 752 1,292| 1,042 612 262 251 57 20] 8 10 21 5 & 28 32 -
March 1959.iceeaasaanas 5,002 226 | 1,250 1,434 881 581 371 179 4B 231 20 22 5 1 24 29 - o
April 195%. . caeracreens| 5,084 20 829 1,619| 1,112 642 91 285 46 a4 25 2 1 3 13 2 - -
My Y250 dsans Feia ik 5,248 125| 1,089 1,572 917 #92| 26| 46| 78| 45 29 19 z 3 & = = -
June 1959.... « 5,400 193] 1,098| 1,532| 1,192 488 348 324| 116 59 35 1 9 3 - - 1 -
July 1959.... 5,420 217 1,191 1,549 329 820 387 247 120 471 - 9 4 - - - - =
AuguSt 1959, uveannenss 4,815 228 1,082 1,411 930 627 242 219 78 7 13 a - - - - - -
September 195%........ | s,TO7 213| 1,120| 1,431 909 433 281 254 4i 16 & - - - - - - -
tober 1959... 5,139 268| 1,138 1,520 1,051 583 273 250 48 8 - - - - - - -
November 1959.. 4,700 274 1,086 1,209| 1,041 695 30z A4 E - - - - - - - -
December 195%..vesuenas| 3,712 191 989| 1,551 694 179 87 21 - - - - - - - - - -
January 1960.....0qn e 23 - 18 A 1 2 - - - = = it - = = = %
February 1960...00000es 8 - 8 - - - - - = - e & & - _. -1 - -




Chart 5.—ESTATE TAX RETURNS—CUMULATIVE PERCENT OF TOTAL NUMBER OF RETURNS BY NUMBER OF DAYS RETURNS

HELD IN STATISTICS DIVISION
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Study consists of all estate tax returns numbered according to the 1359 numbering chart,

10

TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN RECEIPT IN STATISTICS DIVISION AND SHIPMENT BACK TO
DISTRICT (table 6)

The Statistics Division shipped back to the district offices 25 percent
of the returns within 20 days of receipt, 50 percent within 36 days, 75
percent within 45 days, and 90 percent within 57 days. (Chart 5) The
Statistics Division retained only two returns longer than 90 days; they were
retained between 111 and 120 days.*

#Not shown in table, which has only an open-end class for returns kept in
Statistics Division more than 70 days.




Table 6.—DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE TAX RE

TURNS FORM 706 (1939) BY T
SHIPMENT RACK TO THE DISTRIC

IME ELAPSED BETWEEN DATE OF RECEIPT IN THE STATISTICS DIVISION AND DATE OF

T OFFICE, BY REGION AND DISTRICT

Time elepsed (Days)

z Total 45 days or less
i 4 strict
Region and Distri Teturne v 5 4650 | s1-5 Tl or
- or | &-10 | 13-15| 16-20| 21-25| 26-30 | 31-35 | 36-40 | 41-45 e
Number |Percent| less
(1) (2) (3) w | e | @ @] e | (¢ @ |G ]a) |03 (14) | (35) | (16)] (17)
Totall.eseeneens | 39,704 | 45,362 | 75,8 2,044 | 3,597 | 4,707 4,521 | 4,385 | 2,312 9,399 | B,082 | 2,247 | 4,707 | 4,180 3,136 162
Atlanta....coneees £,919 | 3,824 TT.T 35 225 ey 281 341 316 1,021 862 285 426 206 177 1
BOStOn ., avvvnn 4,002 2,971 Ta.2 .8 288 291 230 4h2 179 511 £13 167 468 256 200 -
Chieago...... 7,494 | 6,089 81.3 26 365 723 837 571 155 1,898 781 85 213 392 650 65
Cincinnati .. 6,386 | 4,617 72.3 a8 222 g5 393 419 323 996 728 352 wb3 642 310 -
Dallas..covsnsnnnvss 3,942 | 23,087 77.8 96 310 199 275 178 287 681 &2l 102 200 HOE 165 -
New York City,...... 700 | 5,474 T4.0 175 300 4B7 771 274 4139 1,354 673 320 387 418 593 g
OmahA .. veeuenressasses | 7,78L| 5,905 5.9 133 365 396 497 gel 3al 1,023 1,4 326 al2 ] 213 =
Philadelphia......0.... | 7,017 5,139 73.5 292 363 565 513 434 106 1,036 G23 116 81s 588 290 48
San Francisco.,...veees B, 772 6,233 1.6 551 288 Gle 66 813 35 1,041 1,543 553 o0l £391 511 “0
Atlanta Region:
AL1anta ccaveraannnns 603 427 70.8 13 T 25 93 12 9 e 82 142 54 76 22 13 L
Birmingham...coeeee 425 378 £88.9 - 33 = 34 83 = - 101 127 18 - 29 - -
Columbia,..cuuvvenes 333 291 87.4 - - &0 2L 17 - 63 77 53 - 23 - 19 -
Greensboro...essssres 761 492 [ 3 - 56 50 38 Ta 66 205 - 91 6% 59 5 -
Jacksol .. ... . 285 211 T4.0 1 Al 2 15 = 16 70 - &3 29 Bl - - =
Jacksonville .| 1,940 1,525 8.6 17 110 233 &7 75 216 i 514 234 83 213 60 59 -
Neshville ....cvsseen 572 500 a87.4 1 -5 1 17 116 =1 4 42 243 - - 3t 36 -
Boston Region:
Augusta..eesseaasens 329 214 65.0 - 24 23 34 - 24 - 54 55 27 - 88 - -
Boatoneseresnssises| 1;828] 1,259 69.0 106 223 182 - 127 55 304 9 168 55 302 93 11 -
Burliongton..ceseress 125 ] &60.0 3 - i1 iz 5 2 3 17 a2 15 1z 15 8 -
Hartford.... .| 1,145 967 84.5 - 1 10 92 295 B8 11 242 128 - 163 - 75 -
Portsmouth.. 257 208 80.9 13 16 & 54 2 10 12 4 16 & 17 20 a -
Frovidence ccoearsess 321 248 7.3 21 24 32 38 b3 - 59 30 Zé “ e 33 - -
Chicago Region:
ChiCARO svsensransnes | 3,003 3,003 | 100.0 X le4 120 449 laz 151 530 BO3 3 - - - - -
Detroit casseesasanes 1,517 aav 58.5 23 1 227 203 83 4 44 134 137 He 129 100 JE7 -
Milwaukee ccooases 1,449 | 1,103 76.1 2 15 27 73 346 = &8 328 - i 84 11 185 65
Springfield.cssecass 1,525 1,096 71.9 - 185 115 112 - - 250 433 il - - 281 148 -
Cincinnati Region:
Cincinnaticeseeeans 821 596 72.6 - - 116 - 1ze T €9 a5 128 - B& 60 T -
Cleveland ...ossnsass | 1,119 747 66.8 4 99 129 40 130 2 47 132 1o4 a3 i 1e 164 -
COlUMBUS +vassranessn 529 399 754 35 93 7L 32 ] 18 2 88 55 - 28 102 - -
Tndianapolis ..., -xs | 1,475 1,030 69.8 48 9 215 58 139 138 95 182 146 139 o8 142 &6 -
Louisville seeassrsns 676 513 75.9 - 20 5 64 21 - 89 149 a5 L2 Sé 66 i -
ParkeTsburg ssesesss 308 235 76,3 - - 53 35 - - 72 75 - 17 20 36 - -
RicHmOnd sesenenesssns 939 719 76.6 - % 8% 123 - 91 93 241 a1 66 87 67 - -
ToledO cosesaanssnnns 519 378 72.8 1 - 67 41 - - 166 by 53 - 91 50 - -
Dallas Region: |
AlbuUguUerque ««ssusss 145 a8 67.6 24 1 1 8 3 - 18 33 - - 2 ] - -
Austin..covavaes 1,137 £33 78.5 35 46 13 61 83 211 4“0 1356 225 G2 112 70 - 5
DAllAE coeeannns 1,150 957 83.2 i 122 38 78 1 - 3la 132 233 1 - 142 50 -
Little Rock.. 296 194 65.5 3 5 24 29 34 - - 85 14 - 81 - 21 -
New Orleans....oees- 525 369 703 - 19 25 50 43 3 1 139 a9 3 5 54 e =
Oklahoma City..ans-s 689 556 80.7 1 107 55 42 14 73 &7 156 34 36 - a7 - i
New York City Region:
Albany coeresssrsnns 687 503 73.2 - 39 54 33 26 85 39 bt 2 - - A 0 -
Brooklyliesesssssnees 2,331 | 1,782 75.6 19 i 194 238 B& & 244, 819 a3 2 295 1&5 100 -
Buffalo..seravsmssss 1,091 99 73.2 &3 - =%} 92 &7 33 142 251 10e 14 167 36 75 =
Lower Manhattén..... 232 189 Bl.5 - - 8 - 63 10 30 13 65 12 - 24 - 7
SYTacUBE e nn &4 479 TL.1 3 176 1 - 51 95 1 3L 121 124 - 71 - -
Upper Manhattan..... 2,385 | 1,72 73.0 90 10 167 408 1 192 565 85 224 lel 125 28 328 1
Omaha Region:
Aberdeen.sesssssanns 279 231 82.8 - 1 51 17 - - 41 46 ] 5 24 19 - -
Cheyenne ... 109 83 76.1 13 1 - 26 12 - i1 - 20 - 26 - - -
Denver...ossseanss 6la 365 59,4 - 52 &0 5 21 is iz6 3e 48 20 3L ol 38 -
Des Moines...... 2,033 | 1,373 &67.5 (=023 2 - 12 373 120 % 183 484 - 252 271 137 N
FATEO werr-ransannans 178 140 78.7 - 1 G3 - 13 - 9 52 - 18 15 13 - =
Kansas City... wae 475 37a 78.3 2 - 11 29 Ta - 53 101 102 - 55 458 - -
Omaha .. oveannennes 921 783 g5.0 - a3 &0 115 - - 167 202 146 - - 1c4 £ -
St. Louis.. aen Ki=r] 700 9l.0 - - 52 a8 13 - 246 14 159 53 - - -
3t. Paul.. Laaws 1,351 1,074 2.5 &7 137 23 - 262 2 1az 181 209 118 109 50 - =
Wichlta,.ovcersrvaas 1,052 TEs Th.5 3 78 i a5 73 225 61 75 168 104 - 160 “ =
Philadelphia Region:
Baltimore . oreerass B4D 587 69,9 1 13 a7 72 - 33 i) 83 237 1 41 L2 a7 -
698 513 D - - 29 144 29 - 182 al g7 - 82 55 48
" 1,768 | 1,182 63,7 1 [ 195 s 173 31 223 282 101 66 198 265 7 -
FPhiladelphig- -eeees 2,111 1,724 81,7 280 240 a5 129 136 i 3.7 341 182 = a7 150 = =
Pittaburghessecesers 1,042 Tiedy 1.4 ? 20 146 2 96 - 101 156 216 - 21 9 i -
Serantoh..ssessss 404 319 9.0 17 7 33 72 - 38 - 7 [+4] 37 48 - - =
Wilmington.«seeeesss 154 110 TL.4 & 3 - - - - - 6L 40 12 32 - -
San Francisco Region:
BOigBeasesncssnsaans 184 173 94.0 2 - 48 - 5 - 22 30 36 - - iy - =
HeleDB, ..vvrianoanne 338 182 542 2 64 27 1 33 - 14 27 14 - Bl 21 14 38
Honolulusessssaraans 97 7L 3.2 & - 8 7 13 - 13 24 @ 3 15 8 - -
.| 3,520 2,629 T4 T 351 & 195 6la 145 - 65 493 760 185 706 - - -
284 249 a7 34 7 27 18 - 14 33 31 85 20 15 - - -
499 366 73.3 18 186 86 - - - 40 36 - - 36 97 - -
b8 59 79.7 & & 8 - - - a 20 13 = =5 2 7 -
146 93 63.7 - 16 - - 47 - 16 - 14 - - 53 - =
San FranciscO..e.-«» 2,796 1,853 66,3 “d 4 126 2 58 330 183 279 “2B L L 243 433 =
Seattleseeasnesraren 853 608 72.1 24 1 T 22 111 1 et} 10l 17 161 A7 A3 a7 2
0f. of Internst'l Oper. 2,074 | 1,953 4.2 500 871 258 58 52 pa ) 3 kt: 5 1 19 54 47 -
Puerto HiCOseesssnss 1 1| 100.0 - - - e, i 25 = T _ _ | i o =
All OtheT..sesusses 2,073 | 1,952 94.2 500 871 25 58 52 2L 30 37 125 1 19 3 &7 -

1fncludes Office of International Operations.
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