Life Cycle of a Public Charity
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ﬁ— Organizing Documents

Required Provisions

k Sample Organizing Documents
‘— Governance and related topics

.— Bylaws

.— Employer Identification Number

Y Application Form

Apply for an EIN Online

.— Charitable Solicitation

A— Initial State Registration

Periodic State Reporting

State Charity Offices

.— Help from the IRS

Applying to IRS

Required Filings

Ongoing Compliance
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http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=122670,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=122670,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122725%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122725%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122728%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122728%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123368%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123368%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122729%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122729%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156357,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156357,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=156360%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=156360%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0%2C%2Cid=102767%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0%2C%2Cid=102767%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123045%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123045%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123048%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123048%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123047%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123047%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=135820%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=135820%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122725%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122728%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123045%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=156360%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156357,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=122729%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123368%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0%2C%2Cid=102767%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=135820%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123047%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123048%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=178221,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=178221,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=178221,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
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Starting Out

Applying to IRS

i— Application Forms

Exemption Application Form (Form 1023)

Form 1023 instructions

Group Exemption

User Fee

Power of Attorney

(RS

Disclosure of Applications

.— IRS Processing

Tax Law Compliance Before Exempt Status Is Recognized

"

Rulings and Determination Letters

F Help from the IRS

Application Process Step by Step

Customer Account Services

Publication 4220, Applying for 501(c)(3)
Tax-Exempt Status

Publication 557, Tax-Exempt Status for
Your Organization

Required Filings

Ongoing Compliance

Significant Events
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http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123056%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123056%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123056%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1023.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1023.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156384,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156384,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156386,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156386,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156610,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156610,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4573.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123067,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156610,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156386,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156384,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1023.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123067,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123067,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96210%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96210%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4220.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4220.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4220.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96210%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156389,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156389,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123076%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123076%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156389,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123179%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123076%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156389,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123179%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123179%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4573.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4573.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4573.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4573.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1023.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1023.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1023.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1023.pdf
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Starting Out

Applying to IRS

Required Filings

i— Annual Exempt Organization Return
& Requirements for Filing
\

e e-File for Exempt Organizations

e-Postcard for Small Exempt
Organizations

.— Unrelated Business Income Tax

v 2& Requirements for Filing

Form 990-T

Form 990-T Instructions

Estimated Tax

Q— Form 990-W

Exceptions and Exclusions

Publication 598, Tax on Unrelated

Business Income for Exempt Organizations
.— Help from the IRS

Customer Account Services

Publication 4221-PC, Compliance Guide
for 501(c)(3) Public Charities

Publication 557, Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization

r

Ongoing Compliance

Significant Events
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http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123310%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123310%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123310%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=152729,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=163753,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=152729,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=163753,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=163753,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=152729,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=152729,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=158837,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=158837,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156395,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=158837,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156395,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156395,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f990t.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f990t.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f990w.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f990w.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156396,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156396,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f990t.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156396,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p598.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p598.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123415%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123415%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123415%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p598.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p598.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221pc.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221pc.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221pc.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=108211,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=108211,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=108211,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i990t.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i990t.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i990t.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i990t.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=163753,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123310%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/efile/article/0,,id=108211,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=169250,00.html
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T

Starting Out

Applying to IRS

Required Filings

Ongoing Compliance

i— Jeopardizing Exemption

Inurement/Private Benefit

Intermediate Sanctions

ﬁ Lobbying/Political Activity

Not Filing Required Annual Return or Notice

.— Employment Taxes

Requirement to Pay
Exceptions and Exclusions
Worker Classification
Employment Tax Forms

Employment Tax Publications

.— Substantiation and Disclosure

-

Charitable Contributions
Charitable Contributions Substantiation and Disclosure Requirements (Publication 1771)
Written Acknowledgements
Quid Pro Quo Contributions

Charity Auctions

k Noncash Contributions

Donor (Form 8283)

Charity (Form 8282)

Publication 561, Determining the Value of
Donated Property

Public Disclosure Requirements

Retirement Plan Compliance

Help From the IRS

Customer Account Services

Compliance Guide (Publication 4221-PC)

Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization (Publication 557)

Updated: gptemt

er 8.

Si%nificant Events
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http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123304%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123304%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123304%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123299%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123299%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123299%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123297%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123297%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123298,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123298,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=163395,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=163395,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123298,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=163395,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123298,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123297%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128716,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128716,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128716,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128586,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128586,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123235%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123235%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128602,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128602,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=99194,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=99194,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=99194,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=99194,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128602,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123235%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=128586,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96102%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96102%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123211%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96102%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123211%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123211%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1771.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1771.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123207%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123207%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123201%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123201%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1771.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123207%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123201%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123204%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123204%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p561.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p561.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123204%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p561.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123202%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123202%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123202%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8283.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8283.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8282.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8282.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8283.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8282.pdf
http://contentmgmt01.irs.gov:443/charities/article/0,,id=96430,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=96430,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=96430,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=138838,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221pc.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221pc.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p4221pc.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0%2C%2Cid=96085%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=178020,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=178020,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=178020,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=98868,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=98868,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=98868,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=98868,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=239696,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=239696,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=239696,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=239696,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=96430,00.html
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Starting Out

Applying to IRS

Required Filings

Ongoing Compliance

Significant Events

.— Reporting Changes to IRS

A —_ Termination of exempt organization

. Private Letter Rulings and Determination
Letters

.— Audits of Exempt Organizations

_— Potential Examination Consequences

_ Examination Procedures

_— Power of Attorney

Help From the IRS

.— Termination of an Exempt Organization

Customer Account Services
Compliance Guide (Publication 4221-PC)

Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization (Publication 557)

Updated: September 8, 2011


http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123191%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123191%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0%2C%2Cid=123191%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=172533,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=172533,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=172533,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=172533,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123213,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123213,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=123213,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156442,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156442,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156442,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156441,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/nonprofits/article/0,,id=156441,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156426,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=156426,00.html
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