
Sample article for organizations to use to reach customers (343 word count) 
Post the following article on your websites and/or use in other communication vehicles to help your 
customers learn more about education credits and Form 1098-T. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Education credits: Understand your Form 1098-T  
If you’re a college student or parent of a college student, you may be eligible for an education credit. 
Most students receive a Form 1098-T, Tuition Statement, from their educational institution. Form 
1098-T contains helpful instructions and other information you’ll need to claim education credits on 
your federal tax form. These credits help offset your out-of-pocket expenses for tuition and fees, 
books and equipment. 
Your educational institution is required to file a Form 1098-T with the IRS and provide you a copy 
when there is a reportable transaction. A reportable transaction includes payments received, 
amounts billed or refunds made for tuition and related expenses. The form should also give you 
other information for the educational institution, such as adjustments made for prior years, the 
amount of scholarships or grants, reimbursements, or refunds, and whether you were enrolled at 
least half time or were a graduate student. 
In most cases, you should receive Form 1098-T from the eligible educational institution by Jan. 31. 
If you don’t receive it by the end of January, be sure to contact your school. 

Education credits 
An education credit helps with the cost of higher education by reducing the amount of tax owed on 
your tax return. If the credit reduces your tax to less than zero, you may get a refund. There are two 
education credits available: the American Opportunity Tax Credit and the Lifetime Learning Credit. 
To claim an education credit, you must file Form 1040 or 1040A with Form 8863, Education Credits 
(American Opportunity and Lifetime Learning Credits). See Instructions for Student on Page 4 of 
Form 1098-T for more details. 
To see if you qualify for a credit, and for help in calculating the amount of your credit, see Pub. 970, 
Tax Benefits for Education; Form 8863, Education Credits; and the Form 1040 or 1040A 
instructions. You can also use the IRS’s Interactive Tax Assistant tool to help determine if you are 
eligible for these benefits. 
 
Don’t overlook these important credits. Find out more about education credits by visiting the 
Education Credits Web page on IRS.gov.  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTE TO EDITOR:  Below are links to more information about Education Credits:  
 
IRS’ YouTube Channel:  

• Education Credits 
On Twitter? Send this Tweet to your customers: 
 

Claiming #education_tax_credits? Make sure you have Form 1098T from your #college. Learn more 
at go.usa.gov/KH9B #IRS 

http://publish.no.irs.gov/cat12.cgi?request=CAT2&itemtyp=F&itemb=1098&items=t
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/AOTC
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/LLC
http://publish.no.irs.gov/cat12.cgi?request=CAT2&itemtyp=F&itemb=8863&items=
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Am-I-Eligible-to-Claim-an-Education-Credit%3F
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Education-Credits-AOTC-LLC
http://www.irs.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3anIwlsvLQ
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23education_tax_credits&src=hash
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23college&src=hash
http://t.co/LnCkjdh1SG
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23IRS&src=hash
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