
Sample article for organizations to use to reach customers (561 word 
count) 
Post the following article on your websites and/or use in other communication vehicles to help 
your customers file their past due tax returns. 
______________________________________________________________________
There are several reasons for filing your past due returns now 
Regardless of whether or not you are able to pay your tax liability in full, you should file 
all tax returns that are due. To do so, file your past due return the same way that you 
would file a timely return. 
 
If you received a notice from the IRS, be sure to send your past due return to the 
location indicated on the notice that you received. 
 
Consider these reasons for filing past due returns now: 
 

• If you owe taxes, filing your past due return now and paying your tax liability can 
limit interest and late payment penalties. 

• If you over paid and are due a refund for withholding, estimated taxes or eligible 
tax credits, you risk losing that refund if your return is not filed within three years 
of the due date. 

• If you are self-employed and fail to file your tax return and pay your self-
employment tax, you will not receive credits toward your Social Security and 
Medicare benefits. 

• If you are not current with your tax returns, you may be ineligible or face delays in 
securing loans, mortgages or other financial benefits, such as federal assistance 
for higher education, because financial institutions usually require copies of filed 
tax returns. 

 
If you owe more than you can pay, you can request additional time to pay your account 
in full through the Online Payment Agreement application or by calling 800-829-1040 or 
the phone number on your bill or notice.  If you still need more time to pay, you can 
request an installment agreement, or you may qualify for an offer in compromise. 
 
If you can make a payment, use IRS Direct Pay or check out other payment options on 
IRS.gov/payments. 
 
All IRS forms, instructions and publications are available on the IRS.gov website, which 
continues to be the best place to get the products you need. It's quick, easy, free and 
available 24/7. You can view and download tax products by clicking on the ‘Forms and 
Pubs’ tab on IRS.gov. 

You should always keep a copy of your tax return for your records. If you can’t find your 
copies, you can get a free transcript from the IRS for the current year and the past three 
years. In most cases, a transcript includes the tax information you need. The quickest 
way to get a copy is to use Get Transcript Online. Once you successfully verify your 

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/notices-for-past-due-returns
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/self-employed
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/online-payment-agreement-application
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/payment-plans-installment-agreements
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/offer-in-compromise-1
https://www.irs.gov/payments/direct-pay
https://www.irs.gov/payments
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs
https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc305.html
https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Get-Transcript


identity, you will be able to view and print your transcript immediately online. This Fact 
Sheet provides details on how to complete this step. 
 

If you are experiencing a hardship, and you can’t file your past due return, you can call 
or write your local Taxpayer Advocate Office for your state. 

Posted Aug. 2, 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
NOTE TO EDITOR:  On Twitter? Send these tweets. 
 

• Need a #tax form, publication or instructions? Find them here at irs.gov/Forms-&-
Pubs #IRS #taxes pic.twitter.com/VhheMfHGjk 

 

• #IRSTaxTip:About Your #IRS Notice or Letter. #tax http://go.usa.gov/xcuHH 
 

• No need to call or go to an #IRS office for #taxes owed. Online payment options 
available on IRS.gov irs.gov/payments 

 

• Get Transcript available on IRS.gov with enhanced authentication process. 
go.usa.gov/chqnx #IRS 

https://www.irs.gov/uac/how-to-register-for-get-transcript-online-using-new-authentication-process
https://www.irs.gov/uac/how-to-register-for-get-transcript-online-using-new-authentication-process
https://www.irs.gov/advocate/local-taxpayer-advocate
https://hootsuite.com/dashboard
https://t.co/kzFU3TZe65
https://t.co/kzFU3TZe65
https://hootsuite.com/dashboard
https://hootsuite.com/dashboard
https://t.co/VhheMfHGjk
http://go.usa.gov/xcuHH
https://hootsuite.com/dashboard
https://hootsuite.com/dashboard
https://t.co/kcgZUfN9B4
https://t.co/cVxok2g2m2
https://t.co/mZM7aieUy1
https://t.co/QDSa4k2GLb
https://hootsuite.com/dashboard
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