
QuickAlerts Messages October 2019 
 
QuickAlerts – October 7, 2019 
Subject:  Affordable Care Act Assurance Testing System (AATS) Information Returns for Filing Season 2020/Tax 
Year 2019 
 
AATS will be unavailable beginning Thursday, 10/24/2019, midnight Eastern time through Friday, 
11/01/2019, 8:59 a.m. Eastern time. AIR will update programming for Filing Season (aka Processing Year) 2020 
AATS during that time.  
 
AATS will be available beginning Friday, 11/01/2019, 9 a.m. Eastern, for Filing Season 2020 testing.  Filing Season 
2020 testing includes Tax Years 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016 and 2015. 
 
UI Channel users: UI Channel users are required to log in to the IRS Registered User Portal and invoke the 
appropriate link for AIR. The Web Services Description Language (WSDL) is not required for UI Channel users. 
 
A2A Channel users: The AATS WSDL for Filing Season 2020/Tax Year 2019 is available. If you plan to test on or 
after November 1, 2019 and have not received the AATS WSDL for Filing Season 2020, then the Responsible 
Official, or an official identified as a Contact on the ACA Application for TCC, must send an email to AIR Mailbox 
with "AATS WSDL for Tax Year 2019” in the subject line. The email request must include your company name 
and ACA TCC. The AATS WSDL will be emailed to you upon confirmation of the contact information in the ACA 
Application for TCC. 
 
Filing Season 2020/Tax Year 2019 AATS: 
•Tax Year 2018 will be considered a prior year return in AATS beginning November 1, 2019. 
• All transmissions to AATS, beginning November 1, 2019, must use the 2019 Manifest for Tax Years 2019, 2018, 
2017, 2016 and 2015. 
 
Filing Season 2019/Tax Year 2018 Production is still available. 
• Tax Year 2018 is still considered a current year return in the Production environment.  
• Tax Years 2017, 2016 and 2015 are still accepted as prior year returns in the Production environment.. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 8, 2019 
Subject:  E-file Application URL Registration and Annual Self-Certification 
 
This is a reminder that Online Providers must answer the annual self-certification questions beginning October 
1, to ensure they comply with Publication 1345 IRS e-file security, privacy and business standards.  
  
If you are an Authorized IRS e-file Provider who owns or operates a Website(s) that collects, transmits, stores or 
processes taxpayer information, IRS also requires you to register the URL(s) for your Website on your e-file 
Application. The annual certification process includes the registration of these Websites. If you have not 
previously registered your URL(s), select the URL collection link on the e-file Application information page menu 
to register. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 10, 2019 
Subject:  Reminder - Modernized e-File (MeF) Assurance Testing System (ATS) Cutover 
 
All times shown in this communication are in Eastern Time Zone. 



ATS Cutover October 15, 2019 – November 04, 2019 
MeF ATS will be taken off-line after 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, October 15, 2019, until 9:00 a.m., Monday, November 4, 
2019. The TY2019/PY2020 WSDLs, schemas and business rules will be loaded during this cutover. 
 
Please note: All existing test submissions will be deleted except for those sent in during the thirty days prior to 
cutover. 
 
A separate QuickAlerts will be issued announcing the Individual and Business e-File production shutdown and 
start up dates when they become available. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 15, 2019 
Subject:  New MeF Business Returns Schemas and Business Rules are Available 
 
Attention: Software Developers, Return Transmitters and Authorized IRS e-file Providers/EROs 
 
Software Developers and State organizations may access and download schemas and business rules from their 
e-Services mailbox. To access these files, you must have an active e-Services account and be listed on an e-File 
application with the provider option of Software Developer or State. Your role must be Principal, Responsible 
Official, or Delegated User with MeF authorities. 

Tax Year 2019 / Processing Year 2020 Schemas and Business Rules are available. 

Schemas and Business Rules: 

• Form 990x  2019v4.0 
• Form 1041  2019v1.3 
• Form 1065  2019v4.0 
• Form 1120POL  2019v4.0 
• Form 1120x  2018v5.3 
• Form 1120x  2019v4.0 

Please visit the Modernized e-file (MeF) Schemas and Business Rules page on IRS.gov for more information 
about MeF Schemas and Business Rules. 
  
You may have more than one message in your account. Please open all of them to find the set you would like to 
download. Messages remain for 30 days then are purged. If you have the appropriate role and do not have 
these files available for download in your e-Services mailbox within 48 hours, please contact the MeF Mailbox 
with the Company Name, ETIN and Schema Package(s) with tax year needed.  
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 15, 2019 
Subject:  New Form 1040 Series and Form 56 Schemas and Business Rules are Available 

Attention: Software Developers, Return Transmitters and Authorized IRS e-file Providers/EROs 

Software Developers and State organizations may access and download schemas and business rules from their 
e-Services mailbox. To access these files, you must have an active e-Services account and be listed on an e-File 
application with the provider option of Software Developer or State. Your role must be Principal, Responsible 
Official, or Delegated User with MeF authorities. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkxMDE1LjExNTMxNTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MTAxNS4xMTUzMTU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2Nzg5NTA5JmVtYWlsaWQ9amFtZXMubGF2ZXJ0eUBpcnMuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qYW1lcy5sYXZlcnR5QGlycy5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&118&&&https://www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/modernized-e-file-mef-schemas-and-business-rules
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkxMDE1LjExNTMxNTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MTAxNS4xMTUzMTU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2Nzg5NTA5JmVtYWlsaWQ9amFtZXMubGF2ZXJ0eUBpcnMuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1qYW1lcy5sYXZlcnR5QGlycy5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&118&&&https://www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/modernized-e-file-mef-schemas-and-business-rules
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Tax Year 2019 / Processing Year 2020 Schemas and Business Rules are available. 

Schemas and Business Rules: 

• 1040 Series      2019v4.0  
• Form 56             CUv18.0 

  
Please visit the Modernized e-file (MeF) Schemas and Business Rules page on IRS.gov for more information 
about MeF Schemas and Business Rules. 
  
You may have more than one message in your account. Please open all of them to find the set you would like to 
download. Messages remain for 30 days then are purged. If you have the appropriate role and do not have 
these files available for download in your e-Services mailbox within 48 hours, please contact the MeF Mailbox 
with the Company Name, ETIN and Schema Package(s) with tax year needed. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 17, 2019 
Subject:  Affordable Care Act Assurance Testing System (AATS) Information Returns for Tax Year (TY) 2019/Filing 
Season (FS) 2020 Scenario Narratives 

Attention: Software Developers and Transmitters 

TY2019/FS2020 AATS scenario narratives are now available on the AATS page on IRS.gov.  

TY2019 AATS scenario answer keys will be posted soon. Until that time, you may use the TY2018 AATS scenario 
answer keys for all scenarios except for scenarios 6 and 6C where there is an expected change to a date of birth 
to reflect a 2019 date.  

If you have passed testing for a prior tax year, you do not need to complete testing for TY2019. 

Contact the AIR Mailbox if you have any questions about the scenario narratives. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 17, 2019 
Subject:  Modernized e-File Schemas and Business Rules 

Attention: Software Developers, Return Transmitters and Authorized IRS e-file Providers/EROs 

If you are not able to retrieve schemas from your e-Services mailbox, please send a request to the MeF Mailbox 
with “MeF schema request” in the Subject line. Include the following information: 

• Business Name 
• ETIN 
• Form family and Tax Year 
• Schema version 

As a reminder, here are the Tax Year 2019 schema versions that became available this week:  

• Form 1040x 2019v4.0 
• Form 990x  2019v4.0 
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• Form 1041  2019v1.3 
• Form 1065  2019v4.0 
• Form 1120POL  2019v4.0 
• Form 1120x  2019v4.0  

Here is the Tax Year 2018 schema version that became available this week: 

• Form 1120x  2018v5.3  

Please visit the Modernized e-file (MeF) Schemas and Business Rules page on IRS.gov for more information. 
If you have any questions, contact the MeF Mailbox. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 17, 2019 
Subject:  Assurance Testing System (ATS) Questionnaire 

On October 1st, 2019, the IRS began sending out the Assurance Testing System (ATS) Questionnaire.  The 
questionnaire must be completed and returned to the e-Help desk prior to participating in the annual assurance 
testing process.  
  
If you do not receive the ATS questionnaire by October 25th please contact the e-Help Desk Toll Free Number at 
1-866-255-0654 to request the questionnaire. 

Note: Callers who are outside of the 50 U.S. States and/or U.S. Territories should use the International phone 
number: 1-512-416-7750. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 29, 2019 
Subject:  1040 Modernized e-File (1040 MeF) Production Shutdown and Cutover 

All times shown in this communication are in Eastern Time Zone. 

To ensure that all Form 1040 tax returns e-filed through the Modernized e-File (MeF) system are processed 
timely, this year’s 1040 MeF Production shutdown/cutover and acknowledgment retrieval schedule has been 
established. It is imperative that everyone adhere to the schedule shown below. 

1040 MeF Production Shutdown/Cutover Schedule 

Shutdown begins on Saturday, November 16, 2019, at 11:59 p.m. in order to prepare the system for the 
upcoming Tax Year 2019 Filing Season. 

Important Note: We recommend that states try to retrieve all submissions and submit the acknowledgements 
before the scheduled shutdown. If for some reason states are not able to retrieve the submissions or submit the 
acknowledgements they can do so after the shutdown. 

Shutdown Deadlines on Saturday, November 16, 2019 

Transmitters: 
Transmitting Submissions (State & Federal) 10:00 p.m. 
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Important Note: Business (BMF) returns are not impacted by this IMF Production Shutdown/Cutover schedule. 

The BMF Production Shutdown/Cutover schedule will be communicated in a Quick Alert, outlining the exact 
timeframes, in early December and the times will be posted on the MeF Status Page. Please monitor the MeF 
Status Page for any updates. We apologize for any inconveniences and thank you for your cooperation.. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
QuickAlerts – October 30, 2019 
Subject:  Scheduled Maintenance for the ACA Information Return (AIR) System 

The AIR System will perform scheduled maintenance starting at 4:00 a.m. Eastern on October 31, 2019 
until approximately 10:00 a.m. Eastern on October 31, 2019.  

The AIR Production environment will be unavailable during the maintenance.   
  
Please do not attempt to access the AIR System via the Application to Application (A2A) and User Interface (UI) 
Channels during the maintenance period. 
  
As a reminder, AATS is currently updating programming for Filing Season (aka Processing Year) 2020 and is 
unavailable until November 1, 2019, 8:59 a.m. Eastern time.    

Please monitor the AIR System Operational Status Page for any updates. 

We apologize in advance for any inconvenience. 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
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