
ID:

Office:

UILC:

CCA-929113-08

----------

9999.00-00

Number: 200946051
Release Date: 11/13/2009

From: ------------------
Sent: 09/29/2008 11:38 AM
To:
Cc:
Subject: Digital Signature of F906 and Acceptance Letters 

Based on information below, it looks like DFOs should not execute closing agreement using digital 
signatures.

From: ------------------------
Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2008 11:56 AM
To: --------------------
Cc: -------------------
Subject: RE: Digital Signature of F906 and Acceptance Letters

---------

IRM 8.13.1.2.13 states that:

(1) A Service official executing a closing agreement pursuant to authority delegated by the Commissioner 
of the Internal Revenue should sign following the words "Commissioner of the Internal Revenue" and 
show (by writing, printing, typing, or stamping) the signer's title and the date signed."

Based on above language I would argue that the IRM provision does not go far enough to provide for 
electronic signatures on closing agreements.

But the Internal Revenue Code seems to provide more options. Section 6061 covers the ability to use 
electronic signatures:

§ 6061. Signing of returns and other documents

(a) General rule.--Except as otherwise provided by subsection (b) and sections 6062 and 6063, any 
return, statement, or other document required to be made under any provision of the internal revenue 
laws or regulations shall be signed in accordance with forms or regulations prescribed by the Secretary.

(b) Electronic signatures.--

(1) In general.--The Secretary shall develop procedures for the acceptance of signatures in digital or 
other electronic form. Until such time as such procedures are in place, the Secretary may--

(A) waive the requirement of a signature for; or

(B) provide for alternative methods of signing or subscribing,



a particular type or class of return, declaration, statement, or other document required or permitted to be 
made or written under internal revenue laws and regulations.

According to ------------------ of Branch -- (the Branch that covers Section 6061) the Commissioner has 
designated the Electronic Tax Administration (ETA) Director to coordinate, review and approve all 
business decisions on alternative signature methods. The Service has been using this administrative 
process to approve various signature alternatives for documents filed with the Service.  The ETA in March 
2004 codified their procedures for accepting signature alternatives which I have attached. ---------------------
suggested calling ------------------, who coordinates electronic signature issues for ETA, for more 
information.
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